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Taipei City Government
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Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport
- Terminal |

(03) 398-2194
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Tourist Service Center at Arrival Lobby,
Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport
- Terminal Il

(03) 398-3341
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American Institute in Taiwan
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7, Lane 134, Sec. 3, Xinyi Rd., Taipei
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Taipei Metro the Malll
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203, Sec. 2, Dunhua S. Rd., Taipei
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Mandarin Daily News (Language Center)
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2, Fuzhou St., Taipei

2IHITISENMEE

Taipei Fine Arts Museum

(02) 2595-7656

181, Sec. 3, Zhongshan N. Rd., Taipei
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St. Christopher Catholic Church
(02) 2594-7914

51, Sec. 3, Zhongshan N. Rd., Taipei
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Shilin District Office

(02) 2882-6200 ext.8725
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Shilin Chientan Overseas Youth Activity Center
(02) 2885-2151
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Nangang Software Park
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2F, 19-10, Sanchong Rd., Taipei
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Taipei American School
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800, Sec. 6, Zhongshan N. Rd., Taipei
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National Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall
(02) 2343-1100

21, Zhongshan S. Rd., Taipei
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Museum of Contemporary Art Taipei
(02) 2552-3720

3%, Chang'an W. Rd., Taipei
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Mayor's Residence Arts Salon
(02) 2396-9398

46, Xuzhou Rd., Taipei
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Taipei Artist Village

(02) 3393-7377

7, Beiping E. Rd., Taipei
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Taipei 228 Memorial Museum
(02) 2389-7228

3, Ketagalan Boulevard, Taipei
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Travel Service Center, Tourism Bureau,
M.O.T.C

(02) 2717-3737

240, Dunhua N. Rd., Taipei
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The Red House

(02) 2311-9380

10, Chengdu Rd., Taipei
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SPOT-Taipei Film House

(02) 2778-2991

18, Sec. 2, Zhongshan N. Rd., Taipei
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The public service group of Taipei City
Government

(02)2720-8889 / 1999 ext.1000

1, Shifu Rd., Taipei
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Beitou Hot Springs Museum
(02) 2893-9981

2, Zhongshan Rd., Taipei

THMERS

Chiang Kai-shek Shilin Residence
(02) 2883-6340

60, Fulin Rd., Taipei

ZtrSLER

Taipei Confucius Temple
(02) 2592-3924

275, Dalong $St., Taipei

MU ERIERE

Songshan Culfural and Creative Park
(02) 2765-1388

133, Guangfu S. Rd.,Taipei

Z( 1914 RIREXRE
Huashan 1914 Creative Park
(02) 2358-1914

1, Sec.1, Bade Rd., Taipei

SNEEE

Taipei Story House

(02) 2587-5565

181-1, Sec. 3, Zhongshan N. Rd., Taipei

BT =i EY)EE

National Taiwan Museum
(02) 2382-2566

2, Xiangyang Rd., Taipei

1 2@ AR B AR #E FRIL)
12 Visitor Information Centers in Taipei
(see more detail on P. 65)

BERIRZN

All Stations of MRT Lines
20k

Is Coffee

EEHTEE

Mos Burger
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Art Land Book Co. Ltd.

(02) 2784-5166
122, Sec. 3, Ren'ai Rd., Taipei

FREEZDE
Eslite Bookstores

EAEEG

Kingstone Bookstores
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n the heat of high summer, visiting Taipei's museums is a cool idea. Enjoy a wide range of

exciting collections housed in comfortable, inviting spaces, enriching your cultural knowledge.

Our theme this issue is “Roaming Taipei’'s Museums”, and inside you're about to set out on
a whirlwind tour of city museums of extra-special character. Whichever you choose to explore
once you jump from our pages and begin your real-life bricks-and-mortar tour, however, the
Discovery Center of Taipei, which presents the city’s history and culture, should be your starting
point!

After exploring the museums, should you find yourself with a hankering to learn about the
city’s newest scenic spots, head to our Taipei New Images department for reports on the Taipei
Audio-Visual Industrial Park now ftaking shape, and on Songshan Statfion and Taipei Expo Park’s
Pavilion of Future, both now sporting new looks and characters. Over in our In-Depth City Culture
Explorations section we introduce “the opera of the East” — Beijing opera, giving you an in-depth
look into this traditional Chinese theatre art.

When the summer sun beats us down, iced freats offer a great — and fime-honored — means
of relief. Step into our Taipei’s Best Foods & Gifts bureau for a rundown on the world of colorful
local iced confections, and cool yourself down. Continue your adventure by savoring our article
on Taipei's premier souvenir purchases after the recognized king, the pineapple cake. The three
specialties souvenirs are mung bean cakes, longan cakes, and nougat candy, chosen in a
recent local poll, with mung bean cakes taking “second specialty” first place.

What else is there to do, and where else is there to go during the Taipei summer? Among the
many refreshing, heat-beating options is a leisurely art tour through the lanes of the city's east
district and, for some family fun, visits to the Taipei Aqua Friendly Festival, Taipei Robot Pavilion,
and Amazon Adventure Exhibition.

The first round of finalists, chosen from among cities worldwide bidding for 2016 World Design
Capital designation, will be announced in August. In our The Taipei Quest — World Design .,
Capital files we infroduce the exquisite Taipei City “dragon scale binding” bid o
book and inspiring bid video, and add our voice to the many who are cheering i 2 { ‘ 1 i

3 BBl L
\ y ; the city on. Ov?r i.n OL{I’ What's New in Taipei Arts files W? tell you oll.obou’r | n* ¢__* % i"'. ?I?f
\ - \ three of Taipei's biggest and most popular summertime arts festivals, = T’_——T

! e T
N and about new, innovative shows at the Taipei Fine Arts ‘ i LE-'_-I 1 II
g"\ 55 ¥ Museum, Songshan Cultural and Creative Park, and Museum of | < B
4 é, {_}

Contemporary Art, Taipei.

, This summer, whether you want to avoid
* the sun by finding your fun indoors or whether

you challenge the sun head on with outdoor §
activities, you'll find this city pulsating with '
excitement and energy. @
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p Taipei’s Museums,
the Place to Léarn About Taiwan's
Great Diversity

gipei possesses a rich frove of histefiealiresources, and its impressive number of large and
mallmuseums display the depthr@neidiversity of the island's cultural heritage. Wide-ranging
Slions and first-rate design and planning bring us into the lives of people of various eras, and
inderstand Taiwan's manydifférent facets. Let's head off then to explore just a few of




Taiwan's First City Museum -
the Discovery Center of Taipei

The place to go to acquire a quick understanding
of the city is the Discovery Center of Taipei (DCOT; &1t
RZREE) in Taipei City Hall (ZALMREBSTHEAE). Opened
in 2002 and is spread over four floors, it uses the past,
present, and future as themes in an exploration of
Taipei's history and culture, municipal construction, and
its citizen's daily lives.

The DCOT features interactive multimedia displays,
infegrating high-tech with creativity, that provide
visitors young and old with a fun and interesting look at
Taipei's many different facets. Start a visit at the Taipei
Impressions Hall (EJLENZREE) on the first floor, where
the theme-video TAIPEing (BZRTAIPEIng) is shown on a
gauze projection screen 9.5 meters long and 2.4 high,
giving visitors a feeling for the city's great diversity. Next,
take the elevator to the fourth floor, to the Dialogue
with Time Hall (FF2E%35%EE). Here you can enjoy model
reconstructions of the city's architecture, ranging
from the old days through to the present. The most
compelling display is in the middle, with an imitation
skywalk over a model of the city. Below the glass floor
are models of modern Taipei, while on the glass itself
are drawings of the structures of the imperial city. On

e
o s

the walls are aerial photos of the city from the 1895-
1945 Japanese ruling period. The contrast of today and
yesterday is highly stimulating. In addition, be sure to
visit the fourth floor's Discovery Theater (8IREI15), where
the video Moments in Taipei (B3LE5KY), depicting
touching Taipei stories, is shown on a 360-degree screen.

Children especially like the City Discovery Hall (%
XREE) on the third floor, where you can play Monopoly,
ride skateboards and bicycles, and enjoy other fun and
interesting interactive installations, shuttling through
the streets of Taipei via screen displays. At the Special
Exhibitions Hall (¥F2E&) on the second floor, until July 18"
take in the special exhibition Look Taipei : Taipei Travel
Postcards (Look &1t : EILIRITIEESE), a showcase of
postcards featuring old Taipei photographs, depicting
the city's many faces from a novel angle.

Before visiting the bricks-and-mortar DCOT, enjoy a
virtual-redlity tour online, exploring the stories and settings of
the different hallls in arich visual feast.

1. The Discovery Center of Taipei brings science and creativity
tfogether to present the many faces of Taipei to visitors.

2. In the fourth-floor “Dialogue with Time” Hall enjoy a landscape
overlap of model reconstructions from old and modern Taipei.

3. The numerous interactive games in the third floor's City Discovery
Hall helps youngsters get to know Taipei.

4. The video Moments in Taipei is screened in the Discovery Theater.

Discover Taipei | 5
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The Wisdom of Indigenous
Peoples — the Shung Ye Museum
of Formosan Aborigines

The Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines (IIE
HEERERBYE) is on Zhishan Road (EZE) in Shilin
District (IZ#E), diagonally across from the National
Palace Museum (BITIHEEYIFR). Opened in 1994, it
was the first private museum in Taiwan dedicated to
showcasing the culture of local indigenous peoples.
The exterior has stone columns decorated with native
totems, and walls covered with the slate slabs used
in the traditional dwellings of the Paiwan tribe (BEE
%), in a demonstration of the appeal of indigenous
aesthetics.

Upon entering, the first thing that catches the
eye is the collection of profiles of each Taiwan tribe,
infroducing their lifestyles and geo-relations. The
second floor showcases traditional living utensils, the
third explores clothing culture, while the B1 level is
devoted to religious beliefs, ceremonies, and ritual
objects. The comprehensive design layout provides
visitors with an in-depth understanding of the native
peoples' lives and core beliefs.

6 | Discover Taipei

Through the museum's comprehensive overview
of Taiwan's 14 officially recognized tribes, the visiting
public can gain an understanding of how the island's
indigenous peoples have coexisted with the natural
environment, transforming this inferaction into the
wisdom of everyday life. For example, the Amis tribe
(BIZEE) practice of keeping a fire lit at all times in
fireplaces is not only for the purpose of cooking food,
but also symbolizes an undying connection and
coexistence with tribal ancestors.

In addition to the permanent exhibitions, there is
also an irregular schedule of special activities that
give visitors experiences such as making indigenous
handicrafts and witnessing traditional ceremonies.

After visiting the museum, head over to the
indigenous theme park across the street, which is
inspired on the native reverence of nature. The stone
carvings here were contributed by native artfists from
around the country. The peace and quiet here makes a
visit all the more worthwhile.

5. The Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines presents a
comprehensive overview of the lives of Taiwan’s 14 indigenous
peoples.

6. Visitors get a feel for how the indigenous fribes co-exist with nature.

7. The third floor has displays on indigenous clothing culture, with
items of exquisite craftsmanship.




An In-Depth Tour of All Things Postal -
the Postal Museum

When visiting an unfamiliar city, travelers often find
comfort in sending letters back home to family and
friends. The attached stamps, available in many designs,
also convey the mood of the sender.

Opened almost a half-century ago, the six floors of
the spacious museum are divided as follows: Business
Hall (#2£E8), History Gallery (EIREESE), Children Postal
Amusement Park (SZEHE), Philately Gallery (EiZEHF),
Special Exhibition Gallery (=), and Postal Library (#
WEZEEBZE=E). The comprehensive collection features
historical artifacts, model figures, and interactive
multimedia installations.

In the History Gallery section, travel from ancient fimes
to the present day, viewing mailboxes from mainland
China and elsewhere, the uniforms of postal staff,
different mailbags, etc. The content of the displays is
detailed, providing a meticulous introduction to the
historical evolution of postal services. Over 80,000 stamps
from more than a hundred countries are on display in the
Philately Gallery, including the Large Dragon Stamp (AXBE
#HZE), China's first, the Penny Black, the world's first postal
stamp, a plastic 3D stamp from Bhutan, and metal stamps
from Tonga. There is much color and ingenuity on show.

The Special Exhibition Gallery on the sixth floor has
exhibitions on different subjects, staged on an irregular
basis. In complement to this year's issue of owl-theme
stamps, the Colorful Angels — the Stamp Exhibifion of
Endemic Birds of Taiwan (EBXE - SE55E RIEHE)

]Th

will run until August 117, Visitors will be able to see the

tremendous diversity of bird life that Taiwan offers. &

8. In the Postal Museum's fourth-floor Children Postal Amusement Park,
youngsters learn all about different work processes.

9. In the third-floor Postal History section, view different kinds of
mailboxes, postal-staff uniforms, mailbags, etc.

¥ 10-11.Over 80,000 stamps from more than 100 countries are

on display in the Philately Gallery on the fifth floor,

including Tonga metal
stamps and the Penny
Black, the world's first
postal stamp.

- |
A Information |

Discovery Center of Taipei 51l RZREE
Add: 1, Shifu Rd. (TIFTE&15%)

Tel: 1999 (call 02-2720-8889 if outside Taipei City),
ext. 8630

Hours: 09:00 ~17:00 (closed Mon and national holidays)
Website: www.discovery.taipei.gov.tw
Cloud Navigation System: vr.taipeitravel.net

Shung Ye Museum of Formosan Aborigines
IEm = ERE REYE

Add: 282, Sec. 2, Zhishan Rd. (B&E&2E22825%)
Tel: (02)2841-2611

Hours: 09:00 ~17:00 (closed Mon)

Website: www.museum.org.tw

Postal Museum E[FEYIEE

Add: 45, Sec. 2, Chongging S. Rd. (EEMES2EX455%)
Tel: (02)2394-5185

Hours: 09:00-17:00 (closed Mon and national holidays)
Website: museum.post.gov.tw

Discover Taipei |
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A Museum for Each Profession

A Tour of Taipei's Professional — themed Museums

| Discover Taipei

[/

TR s

Ill

-

H E

Toipei has numerous museums devoted to a specific industry or profession,
introducing to visitors the professional culture and stories of each, and atf the same
fime providing an in-depth educational experience.

Our Precious Maritime Culture - the Evergreen
Maritime Museum

This museum was launched by Evergreen Group founder Chang Yungfa (5
#2%), building on a collection brought together over the course of more than
20 years that includes valuable maritime artifacts, painfings, and navigation
equipment from decommissioned Evergreen vessels, giving visitors a portal into
the mysteries of maritime culture.



The museum is spread over five floors. Entering the

first-floor hall, visitors are greeted with a display of large-
scale model boats, including a model of China's first
mechanically powered steamboat and a copy of
the resplendent Thai royal barge presented to Chang
by the King of Thailand. You'll also see the only true
authentic craft in the museum: an ancient craft from
Arabia, and one of the famed oceangoing canoes
intricately assembled without a single nail by the
indigenous people of Taiwan's Orchid Island (FEIH).

Next, take the elevator to the 5" floor and the History
of Ships section (tHFMAMAE). Here the development of
vessels from ancient times to the 19™ century is presented,
with model displays of primitive rafts, small wooden
boats, sailing craft, and engine-powered vessels. In the
Modern Ships section (BRLEFHRE) on the 4" floor, enjoy a
systematic display of engine-powered ships widely used
in the 20™ century, including ocean liners, modern cargo

ships, and warships.

In the Marine Paintings gallery (B%Z{FE) on the 3°
floor, take in a variety of depictions of ships, war scenes,
the vast oceans, and works on other themes. Finally the
Navigation and Exploration section (fUBRZRIEE) on the
2™ floor gives visitors a first-hand sense of the science of
navigation via a wide-ranging collection of navigation
equipment, with games and interactive multimedia
installations which are especially popular with kids.

Stock Culture Evolution -
the Taiwan Stock Museum

If all the physical (paper) stocks printed in Taiwan
between 1989 and 2011 were to be piled on top of each
other, they would tower 44 times higher than Taipei 101
(B16101). At the end of July 2011 Taiwan switched to
non-physical (electronic) stocks, the 13" of the world's 25

leading large capitalization markets to do so. However
to preserve precious physical negotiable securities,
in December 2012 the Taiwan Depository & Clearing
Corporation (TDCC; ZE&EHREFEEFT) established the
Taiwan Stock Museum (Z&XZEEYIEE), where visitors
can learn about the history of Taiwan stocks.

There are five exhibit halls: Intfroduction, Inception,
Continuation, Transformation, and Incorporation (% »
B« & -~ # + §). In the Infroduction Hall (&) stock
issuance, trading, and stockholder equity are all
explained. Next is the Inception Hall (ZEE), with displays
on the origin of stocks and the first stocks printed in
Taiwan and other counfries around the globe, all rare
and extremely valuable.

The Continuation Hall (BE&) introduces Taiwan stock
certificates and the stock issues with the greatest impact,
exploring past economic and stock development. The
Transformation Hall (8E5) is an interactive theater where
multimedia helps visitors understand the importance
of central security depository services. Finally, in the
Incorporation Hall (&), visitors can take a virtual tour of
the TDCC's vault. A Chinese - or English-speaking guide is
available if booked in advance.

1. On display in the lobby are an ancient-style Arabian craft and
Orchid Island oceangoing canoe.

2-3. In the Navigation and Exploration section on the 2" floor,
visitors are given first-hand experience with navigation science
via a wide-ranging collection of navigation equipment from
decommissioned Evergreen ships.

4. In the Evergreen Maritime Museum's rich collection is a board
with the carved last words of a wealthy merchant who went
down with the Titanic — a priceless gem.

5. The Taiwan Stock Museum's Inception Hall has displays on the
origin of stocks, with rare and valuable items such as the world's
and Taiwan's first stocks.

6. The Continuation Hall infroduces Taiwan's economic and stock
historical development.

7. The Transformation Hall's interactive theater helps visitors
understand the importance of central security depository services.

Discover Taipei | 9



Medical Humanities History -
the Museum of Medical Humanities

National Taiwan University's Museum of Medical
Humanities (2 XE&E ASEYIEE) is located in the Taipei
Imperial University Department of Medicine building,
built under Japanese rule. The building was declared
an official city heritage site in 1998, and its name was
changed to the Museum of Medical Humanities in 2008.

The National Taiwan University College of Medicine
(EKEEEMR) has preserved many of the historical relics
connected with the development of Taiwan's medical
sciences. The museum'’s nine exhibition rooms are all
open free of charge to the public. The first room houses
an irregular schedule of special exhibits; until September
30™ you can take in the Special Exhibit on Sexual
Dysfunction Research (MIDEEFEEIFATSALRIFRE). There
are permanent exhibits in the second through seventh
rooms, with displays on the infroduction of Western
medicine, the college's research on snake venom,
depictions of medical treatment on postage stamps,
evolution and humans, and other subjects related to the
medical humanities. The eighth and ninth rooms explore
the development of modern healthcare in Taiwan and
present a health blueprint for an aging society. The
easy-to-understand displays help visitors to quickly grasp
the sometimes esoteric medical knowledge.

The historic building is itself an attraction. From
the outside there are the French Mansard-style roof
and bull's-eye windows. Inside, the entrance hall and
corridors are in classic arcade style, making the building
a favorite site for wedding photos. &

10 | Discover Taipei

‘ Information

Taiwan Stock Museum

SEIREEYE

Add: 3F, 365, Fuxing N. Rd. ({2811 E&36552318)
Tel: (02)2514 -1300

Hours: 09:00 ~17:00 (closed Sat/Sun; free entry)
Website: www.stockmuseum.com.tw

Evergreen Maritime Museum
RRBSEYE

Add: 11, Zhongshan S. Rd. (FRLLUEGEE1158)
Tel: (02)2351- 6699

Hours: 09:00 ~17:00 (closed Mon)
Website: www.evergreenmuseum.org.tw

Museum of Medical Humanities
SREZBAEYE

Add: 1, Sec. 1, Ren'ai Rd. ({ZEE&1ER15%)
Tel: (02)2312-3456

Hours: 09:30 ~16:30 (closed Mon; free entry)
Website: mmh.mc.nfu.edu.tw

8. The Museum of Medical Humanities, which has itself had a key
role in Taiwan’s medical-sciences development, has displays of
many precious preserved historical relics.

9. The museum building is itself worth touring; it is a heritage building
with a French-style roof, rooftop patio, classical windows, etc.

10. The museum has displays on human evolution, medical

humanities, and other related subjects.
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A Taste of the Beauty of

Local Museum Art

Museums are a key indicator of the level of development of local cultural arts, and Taipei
is home fo an impressive collection, many of which are privately run, and house a wide

variety of art tfreasures. This rich resource gives both fravelers and local citizens easy access
to a vast assortment of beautiful artworks..

Storytelling Through Puppets -
the Puppetry Art Center of Taipei

The collection of the Puppetry Art Center of Taipei
(PACT; &1t{BEIEE) is based largely on the personal
collection of puppets and memorabilia gathered over a
decade and donated to the Taipei City government by
Lin Chingfu (##£#5), a devotee of the puppet theater
art form. The museum, planned by the Department of
Cultural Affairs, Taipei City Government (E3LHEBITX
{tE) and opened in 2004, aims to collect, exhibit and
teach, and visitors can enjoy a nostalgic overview of
puppetry's history and savor the beauty of its art.

The center is divided into three main display areas.
The Glove Puppet Area (RESMEE—MEREIE) provides
a comprehensive overview of the art form infroducing
the history and development of glove-puppet theater.
Visitors can view a shoulder-carried stage (BiBEIZE),
which was the earliest type of performance stage
developed, the classic cailou or “colored pavilion” (¥12)
stage, and the resplendent “golden light theater” (£
[BY) stage. Other highlights include exhibits detailing how
puppet heads are created, the exquisite embroidery of
the puppets' costumes, and the musical instruments used

by backstage players to accompany the action.

The String Puppet Area (##fRAHI—fREREIE) features
marionettes and rod puppets, as well as famous major
characters from Taiwanese string-puppet plays. Finally,
the Shadow Puppet Area (E5KUK—RZSEIE) explains
the origins of shadow puppetry and the process
used in creating the puppets, and displays precious
shadow puppets from mainland China, Indonesia, and
elsewhere. Visitors are given the chance to handle and
operate puppets in all three exhibit areas.

The center also has an irregular schedule of special-
theme exhibits, and until September 22" you can take
in Comics Hero (#8-8E- {8 — BRREQFE), which
features over 400 superhero action figures, including
Superman, Batman, and Iron Man. Visitors get to closely
inspect the art involved in the creation of these figures.
PACT also offers theatrical performances and DIY
puppet-making classes for groups (advance booking
required), providing visitors with a great “inside look” into
the world of puppetry.

1. Among the museum's rich collection is a shoulder-carried stage,
the earliest type developed, and the classic cailou or “colored
pavilion” stage.

2. Happy kids experience the fun of operating puppets in the
Shadow Puppet Area.
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Art that Integrates Color and
Transparency -
the Tittot Glass Art Museum

Located in Beitou district (JLI%E) and opened in
1999, the Tittot Glass Art Museum (RENBIEYIE) was
established by one of the founders of the famed Tittof
(RE) crystal-glass workshop, Mr. Wang Yongshan (E
ZKW). The facility provides in-depth teaching in the
aesthetics of glass art, and strives o bring it info people's
daily lives.

The museum is spread over two floors. On the first
floor are rare antique glass works from the Qing Dynasty
(7&#R). exquisite classic pieces produced by Tittot, and
a special exhibit area where you can enjoy Japanese
artist Hiroshi Yamano's exhibit entitled Scene of Japan
(HEZ ) until the end of December. There is also a
glass-blowing studio, and famed international artists
are invited to Taiwan on occasion to demonstrate and
teach. The open-concept studio gives the public a
chance to observe the glass-art production process.

The second floor showcases classic works by master
artists from around the world, including the United
States, Japan, Italy, Czech Republic, and Germany.
For example, a work from Japan entitled Pet (EE¥)) is
an abstract, franslucent rendering of an Akita dog that
has a chained human inside its stomach. Which is the
pet? Another intriguing work that transfixes the eye is an
installation work by a Canadian artist — hot-air balloons
of many colors that float about the exhibit space,
creating the impression that the glass is

weightless. \‘ 4 |

In addition to viewing the
artworks on display, you can sign up
for glass-art classes, during which you
can create your own simple glass
flower or decorative glass cup as a
great memento of your trip.

3. The Tittot Glass Art Museum periodically
invites famed international artists to
Taiwan fo demonstrate and teach.

4. On the first floor are rare antique glass
works from the Qing Dynasty and classic
Tittot creations.

5. Glass-blowing Canadian artist Malcolm
Macfadyen created this colorful work
featuring hot-air balloons.

6. A work named Pet, by a Japanese
glass artist.



Real Life Ren Art -
the Miniatures Museum of Taiwan

For many a youngster, a dollhouse is among their
most prized toy possessions. Curator Lin Wenren (#A3X
{Z) is a former entrepreneur who fraveled the world on
business, during which he'd often buy dollhouses and
other exquisite model reproductions to bring back as
gifts for his children. After retiring, he decided to create
the Miniatures Museum of Taiwan (MMOT; 2 E¥)EE)
to share his collection of over 300 works, gathered over
many years, with the public.

Opened 17 years now, the museum was Asia's first
dedicated to miniatures. All of the works on display
have a scale of 12:1, and almost all were crafted by
foreign masters. There are three main display areas: a
dollhouse section, with full reproductions of the exterior
and interior of structures and all furnishings, a roombox
section, with exquisitely detailed reproductions of a
variety of rooms, and a fairytale gallery. Among the
model highlights are a 2,000-year-old Roman ruin, a
million-dollar condominium displaying the comfortable
life of a member of the aristocratic US elite, the
extravagant Buckingham Palace, and the worlds of
renowned fairytale characters such as Snow White and
Pinocchio.

Viewing these exquisite works in “pocket-size” form
is like taking one's own private jet on a grand and

magical journey around the globe. &

7. Works at the Miniatures Museum of Taiwan are on a scale of 12
to 1. (Photo shows the Linderhof Palace)

8. An amazing scale version of a British royal procession.

9. Each roombox shows off the sumptuous splendor of different
types of room.

10. Children are mesmerized by "“Alice in Wonderland” in the
fairytale gallery.

A Information

Puppetry Art Center of Taipei &1l {EELEE

Add: 2F, 99, Sec. 5, Civic Blvd. (IR KIE5E995%21E)
Tel: (02)2528-9553

Hours: 10:00 ~17:00 (closed on Mon)

Website: www.pact.org.tw

Tittot Glass Art Museum HiEK G IEY)EE

Add: 16, Ln. 515, Sec. 4, Zhongyang N. Rd.
(FRIRILER4ERS51 581 65%)

Tel: (02)2895-8861
Hours: 09:00 ~17:00 (closed on Mon)
Website: www tittotmuseum.com

Miniatures Museum of Taiwan {#1¥2EY)EE

Add: B1, 96, Sec. 1, Jianguo N. Rd. (2EIILEE 1 EX968ER1)
Tel: (02)2515-0583

Hours: 10:00~18:00 (closed on Mon)

Website: www.mmot.com.tw
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Ten Major Projects of Taipei Series:
Taipei Audio-Visual Industrial Park —

A New Creative Dreamworks Is Born

he movie Life of Pi enjoyed stellar success at this
Tyeor's Oscars. Behind the scenes, a key player in its
creation was the Hollywood film special-effects firm
Rhythm & Hues Studios. With director Ang Lee (E%)
playing a matchmaker role, last year in November the
firm, in cooperation with Taiwan's Chunghwa Telecom
(FREE(E), announced the opening of the global visual
special effects cloud-computing center CAVE (Cloud
for Animation & Visual Effects) in Taipei. The center’s role
is to bring Taipei's visual-effects development in line with
global standards, and serve as an island beacon.

The global creative economy is on the rise, and
countless private enterprises have now energetically
invested themselves in the audio-visual and music seg-
ments of the cultural-creative industry. To enhance
innovation and create new energy in these areas, on
November 14" last year the Taipei City Government for-
mally announced that it would be integrating resources

14 | Discover Taipei

across its various departments in a push to promote the
sectors. As part of this campaign, the Taipei Audio-Visual
Industrial Park (ELTHEREEZERE) is to be established
in Neihu's Fifth Replanning District (iR EIZEIE).

An Abundance of Talent and
Resource

In speaking of the city’'s audio-visual and music in-
dustry, one must begin with the Taipei Film Commission
BItMmEFEZEE). It was established in 2008 under the
auspices of Taipei City Mayor Hau Lungbin (Z3tfm&EimM
BEMH) and former Commissioner Lee Yongping () of
the Department of Cultural Affairs (3X{EF) at the time.
The commission, made up of respected industry profes-
sionals, is charged with assisting the makers of local and
international films scout Taipei shooting locations and



3. The Taipei Audio-Visual Industrial Park is a key inifiative in the Ten Major Projects of Taipei. (Left:
Commissioner of the Department of Cultural Affairs Liu Weigong, second from left: Taipei City

Mayor Hau Lungbin)

1-2. An unmistakable trend in the global creative economy is active investment by private
concerns in the audio-visual and music sector. (Photo 1: Scene from Taiwan film When a Wolf
Falls in Love with a Sheep; Photo 2: Monga; photos courtesy of Taipei Film Commission)

Ten Major Projects of Taipei

apply for use of venues, as well as assist in the produc-

tion and marketing phases. Its first major international
co-production project was Au Revoir Taipei (—BE&TL). In
2009 the commission co-produced Monga (f&#), which
broke the traditional marketing model, with shooting an-
nounced in Cannes. This won the attention of the inter-
national film industry even before production began.

Applications to the commission for support have in-
creased with each year. In 2010 there were already 204
separate cases by the end of August, significantly more
than the 184 co-production initiatives in the two full
years previously. In 2012 there was a total of 460 cases
in which support was given for film and television shoots,
including a shoot for the film David Loman (KEiEEE)
at the helicopter pad atop Taipei City Hall. As of Febru-
ary this year, Taipei location-shooting support had been
provided for 1,409 domestic and foreign films and TV
productions. Among these, 170 were cross-border co-
productions, 129 were domestic feature films, and 250
were teledramas. Their impact in marketing the city has
been far-reaching.

As stated earlier, in November last year Rhythm &
Hues Studios, one of the world’s top five visual special-
effects outfits, and Chunghwa Telecom established
CAVE. Hau, on hand for the signing ceremony, said that
the city’s wireless broadband service now covers over

90% of its 12 administrative districts, the free-of-charge
Taipei Free public Wi-Fi Internet access service encom-
passes public spaces, and the new Fiber to the Home
(FeHEIRS) infrastructure initiative, plus the abundance
of professional talent in high-tech information and com-
munications, software and IC design, digital creativity,
and other areas gives him deep confidence in the de-
velopment potential of Taipei’s cloud computing indus-
fry.

Seeking continued support of the audio-visual and
music industry, and to help the Taipei economy change
and evolve, last year the city government announced
the “Taipei City Audio-Visual Industrial Promotion Plan.”
Under this initiative, a series of measures is being under-
taken fo integrate related resources. These include the
building of the Taipei Pop Music Center (JLEBAITS%E
AAl), creation of small task forces charged with pro-
moting industry innovation, broadening the industry’s
confribution to the city’'s economy, creating an audio-
visual and music “Everywhere Everytime” plan, and the
making of Taipei into a center of creative convergence
for the infernational and regional audio-visual and film
industries. Private investment is being encouraged in
the creation of the Taipei Audio-Visual Industrial Park,
which is also a part of this campaign to engender add-
ed value.
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Audio-Visual Industrial Park -
Ubiquitous Innovation Momentum

The park is being created on the basis of “no govern-
ment funding, no division of land rights.” The city gov-
ernment is providing the land, and private investment
and professional planning is being utilized. The complex
will host a composition of enterprises from different in-
dustries — audio-visual, cultural-creative, entertainment,
and tourism. Businesses will be encouraged fo invest in
the training and cultivation of human resources, vertical
links and cross-industry alliances will be promoted for
the audio-visual and music industry, and there will be a
commitment to the development of new technologies,
product services, and markets. The result will be a com-
prehensive upgrading and strengthening of Taiwan'’s
audio-visual and music works, production teams, and
performing talent, with concomitant enhancement of
overall international competitiveness.

Three sites have been nominated for evaluation
to date — Neihu's Fifth Replanning District, the Beitou
Camping Area (Jt%EE), and Dazhi's Lequn Car Park
(KRELEHEES). Selection of the Neihu site was formally
announced in December last year, and this year follow-
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up analysis and the signing of related work contracts
are being conducted, with construction expected to
commence early next year. The site, near Neihu’s Jin-
zhuang Road (&) and Shitan Road (&1, is divid-
ed info two sections, with a total area of 14,567.8 square
meters.

The Fifth Replanning District, the first project site, is
part of the city government’s large-scale Neihu Technol-
ogy Park (KPHRHZER) initiative. Almost one hundred
companies have set up operations, including those in-
volved in television program production, cable TV, video
production, multimedia, marketing, music production,
and film enterprises. These include the Public Television
Service (Af%), TVBS, ERA Communications (F1%), Cti TV
(FAX), GTV (/\X), Sanlih E-Television (=1I), Videoland
(¥&2K), and Next TV. The location of their stations in Neihu
has already created a solid core for the audio-visual and
music industry to build on, and a high-tech creativity
center, talent cultivation center, and emerging-industry
incubation center. An Asia-Pacific knowledge services
and regional R&D center is emerging, injecting great de-
velopmental dynamism into industries and enterprises.




Promoting Taipei's Soft Power -
Commissioner Liu Weigong of the
Department of Cultural Affairs

In the face of today's powerful Japanese and Korean
cultural invasions, Commissioner Liu Weigong (ZI#2R) of
the Taipei City Government’s Department of Cultural
Affairs says that via promotion of the Audio-Visual Indus-
frial Park a comprehensive composite base of industry
operations will be established that attracts sci-tech en-
terprises, manufacturing enterprises, and many other
significant non-traditional audio-visual and music indus-
try ouffits. Together these firms will inject substantial cap-
ital info the audio-visual and music industry, and at the
same fime will both allow the widest possible number of
talented individuals to participate in this endeavor and
promote the city brand.

When the industry park is up and running, it will be a
Neihu media headquarters city, and along with Nan-
gang’s (Fi8) Taipei Pop Music Center, says Liu, will bring
the substantial benefits of a clustering effect. Though
the city of Taipei is not large in terms of overall size, its
geographical position means fremendous convenience
and other complementary advantages. One is savings
on transportation costs, and another is the concatena-
tion, or sfitching together, of business poinfs. Such in-
dustry clustering is especially pertinent for the cultural-
creative industry, which is dependent on the collision of
ideas and on interpersonal social contacts. This reliance
on interpersonal communication gives this industry a

Ten Major Projects of Taipei

character fundamentally different from the traditional
industrial production line.

Liu, who has long been watching the rise of the Taipei
cultural-creative sector, says that the rapidly changing
external environment must not be overlooked. This in-
cludes the rapid rise of newly emerging countries and
changing consumer demands. Another type of recent
example is the sudden popularity of the Harlem Shake,
which has taken the world by storm. The one constant
in the audio-visual and music industry is confinuous in-
novation and change.

In this industry, every day means change. In future,
the government will use even faster and more effective
methods to handle the various needs of the industry,
standing on the same side with industry players, fogeth-
er facing international competition. Liu says that: “I
hope that everyone comes together, with industry play-
ers moving in bringing their new concepts, zeal, and for-
ward-looking thinking, together building up Taipei's soft
power, at the same time culfivating the industry and its
people for the long-term to attain the highest achieve-
ments.” @

4. In 2012 the city government announced the “Taipei City Audio-Visual Industrial Promotion Plan,” a series of measures to integrate related

resources that includes building the Taipei Pop Music Center.

5. The Taipei Film Commission helped arrange shooting on the helipad atop Taipei City Hall for the Taiwan blockbuster film David Loman.

6. In 2012 the Taipei Film Commission hosted the Taipei International Forum of Visual Effects and Animation, bringing special effects and
animation professional from around the world for discussion and interchange.

7. In Neihu's Fifth Replanning District is the Neihu Technology Park, where almost one hundred companies have set up, including television
program production, cable TV, video production, multimedia, marketing, music production, and film enterprises.
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ongshan Station, which has a history going back
Sover one hundred years, has undergone a com-
prehensive transformation: great news for the trav-
eling public!

The station, located in the Songshan District (FALLUE)
close to the Keelung River (EF£0), is a prime witness to
the development of Taiwan's railway system. The origin-
al name of the Songshan area was Xikou (), an ap-
proximation of a term used by the local plains-dwelling
natives meaning “place where the river bends.” In 1887
Liu Mingchuan (2I$8f8), Taiwan's first governor, had the
Xikou Station built at this spot. It was a key hub in Tai-
wan'’s railway-transportation system, and as an import-
ant staging post between Taipei, coastal Keelung (&)
and Yilan (ER) served as an important enfrepot.

During the period of Japanese rule (1895-1945) Tai-
wan'’s railway system was systematically expanded and
the name was formally changed to Songshan Station
(MALLUEETH). In the following century the facility has seen
much change and evolution, and the old station, a
gathering spot for culture and tradition, has now under-
gone another major transformation. Taiwan's Ruentex
Group (BEZ=EME), following an “old site, new life” plan-
ning and management concept, has opened the fully
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Happy New Staging,Bbst fa
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integrated Citylink station/shopping center complex,
which reinvents the old station as a modern develop-
ment with a stylish new look and feel.

Citylink Songshan, which officially opened at the end
of May, has a bright and spacious interior and brims with
stores designed to satisfy both visitors’ eyes and taste
buds. On the first level is the “Happiness Food Court”
(i8R E), where you can indulge in Taiwan's super-
popular food treats. If you'd like to travel the world via
its cultural delicacies, visit “Fine Food World” (Z8Xih)
on the second level, where the best of Thai, Japanese,
Italian, and other international cuisines is on offer.

The yet to be opened third level is fo be a cultural-
creative design space, where fravelers who have just
freated themselves to a culinary feast downstairs can
come to feast on Taipei's cultural and artistic creativ-
ity. Work is scheduled for completion in two years from
now on floors four through seventeen (which will house
multifunction office spaces) as well as on an adjacent
21-floor international hotel and parking lot. The hotel
and parking lot will be connected to Songshan Station
via a sky bridge. The completed complex will combine
fine food, fashion, art and culture, and business.



After wandering around Citylink commercial plaza, don't
forget to visit the railway statfion’s B1 level to have a look at the
exquisitely crafted “Dogo Children's Deity Palanquin” (B#&5RE
T#Eg) presented to Taipei by the city of Matsuyama in Japan'’s
Ehime Prefecture (Matsuyama and Songshan have the same
meaning in Japanese and Chinese). The sacred vessel, valued
at 4 million yen, is used in rites beseeching bumper harvests
and flourishing business, and is a symbol of friendship between
Matsuyama and Taipei that will be further deepened with a
sister-station pact to be signed this October 13" between Mat-
suyama Railway Station and Songshan Station.

Many special services are also offered to travelers at the
station, including free mobile phone charging, Taipei Free free
wireless Internet access, printed tour information for various lo-
cations, and English information services.

The historical Songshan Station and the all-new Songshan
Station have been combined in a unique and seamless old-
and-new blend; whether you're traveling through or just looking
for something to do in your free time, come on out and browse
this newly defined space. And while you're here visit the always
lively and bustling Wufenpu Garment Wholesale District (B2
RIS ), Ciyou Temple (&iGS), and Raohe Street Tourist
Night Market (BET#ERDER M) nearby as well, for a one-of-a-
kind look at Taipei. &

CITYLINK

SONGSHAN

1. The newly opened Citylink Songshan, bright and
spacious and brimming with stores, is impressing the
fraveling public.

2-3. Songshan Station, over a century old, is a key witness
to Taipei's railway development; Ruentex has brought
new planning and management to the venerable
facility, giving it a stylish new character.

4. "Fine Food World"” on the second level is a market
of novel design with international cuisines and an
international-brand apparel area.

5. On the B1 level is the “Ddgo Children’s Deity Palanquin,”
presented to Taipei by the Japanese city of Matsuyama.

‘ Information

Citylink Songshan #ALLIES
Add: 11, Songshan Rd. (fALLEE1188)

Tel: (02)2767-3819 (station);
(02)2528-0666 (shopping center)

Hours: 11:00~22:00
Website: www.railway.gov.tw/songshan
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A New Informative,
Creative Guide-Map
Signage Network
Hits the Sireets

The main color of the new-style guide-map signs is deep blue,
matched with bright yellow borders; they provide a wealth of
easy-to-follow information for travelers on surrounding areas.

20 | Discover Taipei

n recent years, Taipei City has been working sys-

tematically and energetically tfoward becoming
both an even friendlier city and a World Design
Capital. A key goal is to create a better quality
fourism environment, and one inifiative in this en-
deavor is the building of a network of new guide-
map signs. Signs created by 12 cities in seven coun-
tries (including Japan, England, and Germany)
were evaluated during the planning process. The
signs have been designed in harmony with Taipei’s
image, international trends, and the city's World
Design Capital quest. The new signs are being intro-
duced in different stages in different areas.

The main color of the new tourism signage is dark
blue, symbolizing the deep blue sea surrounding
Taiwan. Bright yellow borders provide contrast. All
signs are marked with the internationally standard
“i" for “information,” making them easy fo identify.
To make them easier fo read at night, 3M reflective
PVC is used for the maps and data, which ensures
legibility even in weak light.

The information presented is in Chinese, English,
and Japanese. Amongst the detail provided are
estimated walking times to nearby attractions, map
QR codes, and enlarged direction indicators. The
rich diversity of information makes it easy for tourists
to each neighborhood.

Different sign configurations (small, medium,
large, and wall) are used in different locations, en-
hancing the local streetscapes. The Xinyi Commer-
cial District (fE&&E) currently has the most signs,
with six in place, and 30 more are expected to be
erected by the end of the year. So come on out
and explore the Xinyi area anew, making use of the
utility and convenience of the new signage. &

A Information

Department of Information and Tourism,
Taipei City Government
SN E L EES

Service Hotline: 1999 (outside Taipei City, dial
02-2720-8889), ext. 7572

Taipei Travel Net: taipeitravel.net



New Pavilion of Future -

Taipei's Latest Showcase of Local and
International Botanical Treasures

uring the Taipei International Flora Exposition, which

was held from November 6" 2010 to April 25" 2011,
the purpose-built Pavilion of Future (FR2KEE) had more
than 2.5 million visitors. The pavilion was closed in May
this year for a complete makeover, and Taiwan's top
floriculture and landscaping experts were brought in
to work jointly in creating the newly opened "Taipei
Collection Botanical Garden — New Taipei Pavilion,” a
Diamond-certified green building which has added a
cheerful splash of bright painter’s-pallet colors to the
Taipei summer.

The “Taipei Collectible Botanical Garden” (Z1tELEIE
YE) theme of the new Pavilion of Future located in the
Taipei Expo Park's Xinsheng Park Area (T RAEEE), indi-
cates the pavilion’s new role, housing the largest num-
ber of species (over a thousand) of any conservatory in
Taipei. The venue is also the first in Taiwan to infroduce
an "Augmented Reality Cloud Identification Guide
Function” (ARIEIZEIRERIAEBINEE), an electronic
interactive system that enables visitors with smartphones
to download proprietary software that will identify and
provide information on all species — instantly fransforming
visitors into botanical experts!

The pavilion has six display areas. The Rare Plants
section (filled with precious local species), the Tropical
Plants/Subtropical Plants section, the Orchids and Ferns
section, the Succulent Plants section, and the Temper-
ate Plants and Alpine Plants sections. The interesting info
on each sectionis all in the paragraph below.

Over 100 types of begonia are on display in the Tem-
perate Plants area, a precious collection put together
by Professor Peng Chingi (E#85%) of the Academia Sin-
ica (FRHAFEER) in travels that have spanned 20 years
and the whole world. The Orchids and Ferns section was
developed with the cooperation of the Dr. Cecilia Koo

Botanic Conservation Center (EREZEYRERI),
home to Asia’s richest collection of living plant speci-
mens. In July over 70 types of Marantaceae, a family of
fropical perennial herbs, are on display here. Currently
showing in the special exhibitions area is the World Trop-
ical Seeds Show (tHREERETE), o cooperative effort
between the Okinawa Churashima Foundation and the
Taiwan Forestry Research Institute at Hengchun (Z/&2
SEMEFTREMIZAI). You'll see such eye-opening
items as the seed of the double coconut, (the world’s
largest seed), the Climbing Entada, (the world’s longest
pod), and Proboscidea louisianica, a seed with a start-
ling shape.

Everyone with a thing for plants is heartily invited to
tour the all-new Pavilion of Future, taking a voyage of
discovery through the exotfic and incredibly diverse
world of Taiwan's botanical riches. &

1. The Pavilion of Future is Taiwan's first venue with an “Augmented
Reality Cloud Identification Guide Function,” an electronic
interactive system that instantaneously provides information on
the plants displayed fo visitors with smartphones.

2. In the Succulent Plants Area, over 500 specimens have been
gathered to form the shape of a camel.

3. The World Tropical Seeds Show in the special exhibitions area has
the world’s largest seed, that of the double coconut.

‘ Information

Pavilion of Future <3%EE

Add: inside the Taipei Expo Park
(1, Yumen St.; BP9 155)

Tel: (02)7730-6220, ext. 9

Hours: Sun~Thurs 09:00~17:00,
Fri/Sat 09:00~20:00 (closed Mon)

Website: www.future.org.tw

Discover Taipei | 21



,
L Y
\ Discover Taipei

The Superb Song of “Oriental Opera”—

B&l}»«(y O,aem

aipei is a stage for many different performing arts, among which
Tis Beijing opera. Inherited from mainland China, this form is a
composite of dramatic theater, music, dance, and acrobatics.
Because of its resemblance to Western opera, and the classic status of
each in their respective culture, it is often called “Oriental opera” in
the West.

Beijing opera was created in Beijing during the Qing Dynasty.
Called “capital opera” (REl) in the old days, it spread throughout
mainland China. In 1949, when the country split and the Republic of
China government came to Taiwan, many Beijing opera performers

joined the exodus. Attaching importance to the continued

development of the form, the government established numerous
opera froupes in the military, gathering the best and most famous
actors in Taiwan, whose frequent performances laid the development
foundation for Beijing opera here. The National Fu Hsing Dramatic Arts
Academy (BII{EEEIR), opened privately but later taken over by the
government, also served as an incubator for outstanding new talent,
supporting the flourishing of Beijing opera in Taiwan.

#

i L




Taipei, Taiwan’s Inheritor of the Beijing
Opera Tradition

Taipei is Taiwan's key center in the preservation of
the Beijing opera art form. Each year the Taipei City
Government presents the Taipei Master of Traditional Arts
Awards (EILTHEMRENTEENER) to opera actors. Dai Qixia
(B#FEE) and Cao Fuyong (BfE7X), who were honored in
2012, and Qu Fumin (H{88), recognized in 2013, are talents
renowned throughout Taiwan who stand at the top of the
Beijing opera pantheon.

Dai Qixia, over 90 years old, grew up in a distinguished
Pear Garden (3E; Chinese opera profession) family.
Both her grandmother and mother, Dai Fengming (&E
I£), were Beijing opera actors. Immersed in the theatrical
environment from her earliest days, at 7 she began her
formal apprenticeship, at 9 she performed on stage for
the first time, and at 16 came her formal professional
debut. Possessing a deep love for the Beijing genre, for a
time she had her own troupe and gave performances all
around Taiwan. At another time she was a member of the
military theatrical troupes, and she also taught at the Fu
Hsing Dramatic Arts Academy. In 1983 she established the
Dai Qixia National Opera Tutoring School (BiFE=EREIHZE
). Having dedicated her entire life to the genre, she well
deserves the popular name that has been bestowed on
her, “Empress of Beijing opera” (REIERE).

Cao Fuyong and Qu Fumin are both from the prestigious
first graduating class at Fu Hsing. Cao was born into a
theatrical Hong Kong family. His mother, a Cantonese opera
performer, wanted her child to follow the same path, and
by chance Fu Hsing representatives came to Hong Kong
seeking students for its first class. Cao, 10 years old at the
tfime, was sent by his parents to study in Taiwan. He
chose to study to be a male lead, and in order to cultivate
a scholarly demeanor he diligently practiced calligraphy. His
honing of skills paid off with his casting in xiaosheng (/J\
) or young male lead roles, earning him praise and
the moniker “Eternal Beijing Opera Xiaosheng” (X
RAVREVE). Qu Fumin concentrated on studying
for dan (B) or female lead roles in her early years,
defined by clear and mellow vocals, an attractive
appearance, and a generous figure. In her middle
years she primarily took on laodan (ZE) or
mature female roles, dominating the Beijing
opera stage and becoming Taiwan's s
leading laodan player. Both Cao and Qu .':"'J'.
now teach at the National Taiwan College of
Performing Arts (BITIZZEIRIEFT), taking on
new roles in passing on of the Beijing opera
inheritance.

1. Dai Qixia, 94 years old, in Guifei Intoxicated (BICESH).

2. Dai, the “Empress of Beijing opera,” today continues to

1ageh)

3. Cao Fuyong's stage allure brought the name “Eternal

Beijing Opera Xiaosheng.”

4. Qu Fumin is Taiwan's leading laodan player.

5-6. Cao Fuyong (left) and Qu Fumin (right) are well-
known Taiwan performers with elevated status in
Beijing opera.

(photos courtesy of Dai Qixia, Cao Fuyong, Qu Fumin)
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How to Enjoy Beijing Opera

The key types of roles in Beijing opera are sheng, dan, jing (&), and chou
(B). Characters can be identified by their mask-like facial makeup. The
sheng are, as already explained, lead male characters, and dan are lead
female characters. For these roles, jun ban (##3) or light/pretty makeup
is standard, with no intricate sketching or color patterns used. The jing
are male characters commonly referred to as hua lian (fEg) or “painted
faces,” reference to their intricate facial makeup. Jing are generally rough
and heroic types of unyielding integrity or loyalty, often with reckless and
sinister or brutal forcefulness and simplicity. They are generally of tall, large
physical stature. Chou are easiest to identify, because of the conspicuous
white square painted on the bridge of the nose. This, along with their other
intricate facial makeup, has led to them being called xiao hua lian (\{EE)
or “small painted faces.”

Beijing opera has a number of special features. First is stylization. Performers
have specific gestures, gaits, movements, and positioning. Placing great
emphasis on aesthetics, the stage actions have the lyrical beauty of dance.
For example, performers in dan roles must have delicate “orchid fingers” (&8
1E38). walk with small, mincing steps, and when running must do so with
dainty hurriedness. The demand for dance-like aesthetics extends even to
falling, which is done by sliding (&%) or by sitting down on the posterior (Eei%

&),

The second of Beijing opera's special features is exaggeration. For
example, to express the joy of victory a xiaosheng, feeling proud of himself,
will give an exaggerated laugh — “Ha ha, ha ha, ah ha ha ha ha!” A dan
character, sunk in misery, will evince a “Wei ya!” (I814) cry when weeping.
After a violent stage fight, the victor will flourish a sword or spear that has no
direct relation to the plot.

Third is virtuality. Frequently, the only props on the Beijing opera stage are
a table and two chairs. These can represent a royal harem, a green-forest
mountain fastness, and many other things. Most scenes are simply set by the
actor using mouth and eyes. For example, to indicate the opening of a door,
the actor might simply say “Wait while | open the door,” and then open
the imagined door with a simulated action. To simulate a long and arduous
journey, an actor will walk briskly in a circle around the center of the stage. A
group doing so during a time of war indicates a mighty force on the move.

Beijing opera performers must undergo long and rigorous training before
they can take to the stage. Among the basic skills required are the “four skills
and five methods” (FULAFIE). The four skills: singing, speaking, acting, and
acrobatic fighting (IBIE{#i#]). Beijing opera, being theater, means of course
that actors must be able to sing and to recite lines, and must be able to use
face and limbs to express emotions. If a character has a martial arts role, skill
in acrobatic combat is required. The five methods - hands, eyes, body, gait,
and method (FEREFE) - refer to hand gestures, the expressions in one's
eyes, one's figure and posture, the way one walks and, finally, the integration

of all the aforesaid techniques.
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Watching Beijing Opera in Taipei

Two prime spofts to take in performances of Beijing
Opera are TaipeiEYE (E3LEH) on Zhongshan N. Road
(FRLALEE) and the Dadaocheng Theater (KTEIZEI3E) on
Dihua Street (#1L1). At TaipeiEYE, Taipei Li-Yuan Peking
Opera Theatre (BILFTEIME) is presenting performances
of the Legend of Eight Celestials Crossing the Sea (/M \l3&
$8) until August 39, each Monday, Wednesday, Friday,
and Saturday. A different show is staged each month.
TaipeiEYE offers simultaneous translations in Chinese,
Japanese, English, and Korean at all shows, and
performers come down from the stage to interact with
the audience before shows and during intermissions.

4™ and 15™, the National Taiwan

On September 1
College of Performing Arts Jin-Ju Opera Troupe (EITIE=E
EYEhERRTRBIE) will present Jin-Ju Amazement in Golden
Autumn—Chun-Cao's Unanticipated Great Debate in
Court (EMVRE—BEMRE) and Jin-Ju Amazement in
Golden Autumn—The Legends of Twin Peak, the Tale of
Li-Kuei and the Story of Exorcism (EMRE—EIEZF:ETH
Ll ~ SAL) on the 9™ - floor stage of the Dadaocheng
Theater. Want a glimpse into the mysteries and marvels
of Bejing opera? The very best is on show at these

venues. @

7-9. Aesthetics are key in Beijing opera, and dance-
like elements are incorporated into performers'’
movements; “orchid fingers” and falling by sliding or
sitting down on the posterior are all actions the dan
performer must perfect. (action demonstration: Taipei
Li-Yuan Peking Opera Theatre)

10. The renowned Beijing opera work The Monkey King is an

adaptation of the Chinese classic Journey fo the West.

11. At Taipei EYE, Taipei Li-Yuan Peking Opera Theatre is

presenting Legend of Eight Immortals Crossing the Sea.

12. The National Taiwan College of Performing Arts Jin-Ju

Opera Troupe, performing Yuan Xi Po Xi (#E8) at the
Dadaocheng Theater.

‘ Information

TaipeiEYE =t EiH

Add: 113, Sec. 2, Zhongshan N. Rd. ( HILLIALEE 2
EZ11335%)

Tel: (02)2568-2677

Website: www.taipeieye.com/project201307.html

Dadaocheng Theater AFBIZEIE

Add: 21, Sec. 1, Dihua St. (81T 1 B 21 5% )
Tel: (02)2556-9101

Website: www.wretch.cc/blog/dadaochen
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here seems no end to the range of delicious ice
TTreoTs in Taipei: from colorless and tasteless trad-
itional shaved ice and all sorts of ice creams to the
fancier snow ice, topped with the rainbow colors
of pearl tapioca, fruit, soft candy, cotton candy,
and other delicious toppings, a bowl of ice is the
best way to beat the summer heat!
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Located on Quanzhou Street (RN ]), Jianzhong Hei-
shatang Baobing (Jianzhong Black Sugar Shaved Ice; &
FEZFERIK) has been in business for over 60 years. The
business started as a simple sweet-soup stand under a
large free at the back entrance to nearby Jianguo High
School (BEIHE). During summer the shop sells black
sugar ice freats, switching in winter to hot noodle soups.
Over the years the stand has been a favorite of Jianguo
High School students, and after the move to Quanzhou
Street, the shop continued fo use the secret black-sugar
syrup recipe handed down through the family from the
Japanese period. The delicious confections, made with
a rich array of delicious house-made ingredients such
as Job's tears, mung bean, snow fungus, aiyu jelly (BXE),
xiancao (llE; a herbal jelly), pineapple, and almond
tofu, continue fo bring in a steady stream of local stu-
dents and other customers.

One of the shop's long-time signature offerings,
“Three Treasures Ice” (Z&JK), starts with shaved ice
infused with black-sugar syrup, topped with tapioca-
starch cake, pinto beans, and mitaimu (K&HE; a short



rice noodle). This is a favorite with many old-time cus-
tomers. The owner says that the house secret, its black-
sugar syrup, is made by boiling cane sugar (sourced
from Taiwan Sugar Corporation; &%) to refine it. The
final product, which is moderately sweet and free of oili-
ness, is the soul of the shop's confections. All foppings
are hand-made, with the same tried-and-true methods
used for decades. The pinto beans, for example, take
18 hours of soaking and boiling to soften and obtain the
desired taste. The mitaimu, pearl tapioca, and tapioca-
starch cake are all chewy without being sticky, and are
among the shop's favorite flavors among old-tfime pa-
frons. The shop's red walls are crowded with graffiti art
and signatures, attesting to the history and popularity of
this special place.

Taiwan Irwin Mango Specialist -
Mango ChaCha

Taiwan's strong exports of Irwin mangoes to Japan
are well-known. Mango ChaCha is an Irwin mango spe-
cialist, and attracts many tourists.

Among these are NBA basketball star Jeremy Lin,
whose favorite treat is the shop's signature “Mango
Snow Ice” (ERETEIK). The snow ice is saturated with
the flavor of mango, and is tfopped with diced mango,
spun sugar, and mango ice cream. No condensed milk
or syrup is added. The texture is soft and supple, and
the different layers of fruit pulp, ice cream, and snow
ice, with their differing flavor and sweetness, create a
wonderful mango trio. The owner has also developed
an exclusive method for eating these ice treats — before
eafing, spread a bit of sea salt on the mango, which
brings out its freshness and sweetness and makes it even
more delicious. Another popular mango ice choice fea-
fures smoked-plum syrup and sweet osmanthus syrup,
the sourness, sweetness, and the aromatic osmanthus
creafing a flavor medley quite out of the ordinary.

The owner, whose family runs an orchard at which
high-grade Irwin mangoes are cultivated for export,
decided a specialist Taiwan mango shop was in or-
der. Research and development led to the creation
of mango coffee, mango tea, and all sorts of mango
food treasures such as mango panna cotta cake rolls,
mango vinegar, and mango jams and jellies. There are
even nifty gift items such as mango scented soap and
mango spirits. The impressive range has made this little
shop a veritable paradise for mango lovers in Taiwan.

4-5. Mango ChaCha's

.Mango ChaCha

. The ingredients of Jianzhong Heishatang Baobing are all hand

made, and the methods have remained the same for decades.
It is the consistency of the flavor that keeps old customers
coming back year after year.

. In business 60-plus years, the shop has created many delicious

memories for local Jianguo High School students.

. The house's treasure, its black-

sugar syrup, is the soul
of Jianzhong Black
Sugar’s confections.

signature “Mango
Snow Ice” and
mango panna
cotta cake rolls.

is a Taiwan Irwin
mango specialist, and
attracts many tourists.
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Many ladies who enjoy ice treats are at the same
fime nervous that the high-calorie ingredients such as
ice cream, heavy cream, and chocolate sauce will
ruin their figures. Sweet Heaven (RI¥ERFEBULEHSR) is o
milk-pudding specialist that offers romantic French-style
sweet treats with pink and purple hues. Low in sugar
and calories, the milk pudding comes with all sorts of
fruit selections , making for tasty sweet confections that
are also healthy.

Milk pudding is made by steaming milk, egg white,
and sucrose in an impermeable slow cooker. The tex-
ture produced is similar to that of tofu pudding, and the
flavor is akin to cottage cheese. This low-calorie snack is
a fraditional freat in Hong Kong and Macao. The Hong
Kong-raised owner of Sweet Heaven, Tracy, has taken
the fraditional confection and introduced numerous
innovative flavor combinations, the most popular of
which is the “Multi-color Sago Ice Diamonds” ((&#378
KEBIREKIE). Milk pudding is used as the base, topped
with shaved ice, cubes of strawberry, Hami melon, ba-
nana, and pineapple. On top is a layer of sago, decor-
ated with small glutinous tangyuan (i&El). The result is a
jewel-like desert that ladies much enjoy.

Among their other creations, is “Angel Trio” (KfE=
8B%), with layers of sesame, red bean, and black glutin-
ous rice spread atop milk pudding. This health-enhan-
cing confection is presented in a glass for maximum vis-
val appeal. The “Milk Pudding Ice Coffee” (BB KINMEE)
combines milk pudding and brown sugar with iced cof-
fee, and the resulfing drink is much richer and creamier
than standard iced coffee. Dense milk-pudding chunks
pass up through the straw while drinking, for a novel
taste and texture.



The main ingredient in almost all ice treats is ice
cream, shaved ice, or snow ice. Not so at Perfume
Dance (BtEEEIK), where that familiar breakfast staple,
tfoast, is given a new role, while ice cream, fruit pre-
serves, and fruits are given supporting roles. The result
is a combination of delicious ingredients that are fresh
and tasty.

The classic offering here is the “Golden Classic Honey
Toast” (EHZEHENTT)). Bread is first buttered and then
toasted until crispy. Custard is then spread on top, and
the toast is cut into 14 small squares. The squares are
stacked, and the pile is then smothered in vanilla ice
cream, toffee caramel sauce, and French-style Chan-
tilly cream. The final touches on the beautiful dessert
tower are a sprinkling of cocoa powder and decorative

red currants.

Another two popular ice freats are the “Flaming
Coral Island” (XIEHHIS) and the “Devilish Blueberry
Night” (BMEE®). Both also feature toast spread
with custard, plus a scoop of ice cream and Chantilly
cream. These are in turn topped with raspberry and
blueberry sauces respectively. Adding a final touch are
preserved tomatoes and fresh blueberries. The desert is
a symphony of sweet and sour, with some surprising dif-
ferent taste textures. The shop also offers fruit smoothies,
among which is the “Hawaii Style” (EBZREIE), which
has kiwifruit pulp as its base, topped with a lychee and
mango fruit juice mix, finished with a layer of honey
peach slices — sweet, refreshing, and guaranteed fo dis-
pel the summer heat.

Feasting on delectable ice freats is one of the great
joys of summer. Respect your taste buds and get out
there for some cool explorations!

Add: 35, Quanzhou St. (RINE358E)
Tel: (02)2305-4750

Add: 562, Guangfu S. Rd. (HEFEEE5625%)
Tel: (02)2702-9506

Add: 2-4, Ln. 183, Sec. 2, Zhongshan N. Rd.
(FRLWLAEER2E2183E 2552 4)
Tel: (02)2597-3577

Add: 2F-1, 104, Sec. 4, Zhongxiao E. Rd.
(BEZERER4R 10455 248:21)
Tel: (02)2752-1552
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he fame of Taipei's pineapple cakes (BZ4ER) has spread
Tfor and wide, and the bite-sized treats have become
a must-buy souvenir for visiting tourists. Note however that
Taipei also offers many other delicious confections that are
also very worthy souvenir purchases.

During this year's Taipei Fonglisu
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(Pineapple Cake) Festival (EILBZLEFSILE), staged by
the Taipei City Government,“Taipei Second Specialties
Souvenirs" (EJLE_{#ZFi8) are also being promoted, all of
which are guaranteed to set your tastebuds tingling.

To create a still larger diversity of Taipei souvenirs,
and to bring the delicious aromas of a greater range of
traditional Taiwan confections to the world, the Taipei
City Government and Taipei Bakery Association (Z1t
TEMEER%ENE) held the Taipei Second Specialties
Souvenirs poll, earlier this year. The general public vote
was given a 30% weighting while bakeries, tourist hotels,
and post-secondary educational institutions with food
and beverage programs took the remaining 70%. From
among the myriad souvenir items considered, the three
finalists selected were the steamed mung bean cake (#%
S#%), the longan caoke (EEER), and nougat (FELFE),
with the mung bean cake chosen top Second Specialties
Souvenir. We infroduce each of these great new souvenir
ideas below.



Smooth-tasting mung bean cakes have been around
for a very long time. They are a standard item in sacrificial
offerings to ancestors during Chinese New Year and the
Qingming Festival (Tomb Sweeping Festival; JEBREI). In
fraditional Chinese medicine the mung bean is defined
as a cooling food, so in ancient China people would eat
mung bean cakes during the hot summer to detoxify and
cool the body. Over time the cakes became popular
year-round.

In fraditional mung bean cakes, mung bean flour,
sugar, and lard are mixed and used fo wrap fillings of
red bean, jujube, etc. Each store has its own recipe,
meaning the finished items have different tastes and
textures. Taipei's Kuo Yuan Ye (2R7ct#), Taipei Leechi (36
£J50), and Sheng Kee Bakery (£ETEm@1T) all use sesame
oil, adding a rich sesame fragrance. Bakeries have also
infroduced new versions, including ice mung bean
cakes; for example, Shun Chen Bakery (IBRZE#E) offers
“Snow Mung Bean Cakes” (EE#XSEE), and Yu Hua
Hsin ({E1ZEH) offers “Sorbet Mung Bean Cakes” (KD Ek
S{Z#%). These have less fat or oil and less sugar than the
fraditional cakes, a lighter taste, and because they are
refrigerated, are better at cooling you down.

Delicious mung bean cakes are moist, slightly sweef,
and free of oiliness or greasiness. Take a bite and the

natural mung bean fragrance spreads through your
mouth. To achieve the cakes’ dense, creamy texture,
care must be taken during the filtering and press
molding processes. Meticulous filtering ensures no
particles end up in the cake filling, while using too
much or too little force when pressing may negatively
affect the creamy smoothness.
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| Taipei’s Best Foods & Gifts |

Longan Cakes - A Tasty
Latecomer

In comparison to the venerable mung bean cake,
the longan cake is a newcomer, appearing on the
confectionary stage only recently. Though they look
like muffins, longan cakes are packed with authentic,
fraditional Taiwanese flavor, with the key ingredient
being, of course, the longan.

The longan (BEER), a Taiwan summer fruit (the name
means “dragon eye”) is commonly dried and used as
a nourishing food ingredient. It is said that dried longan
enriches the blood, soothes the nerves, nourishes the
heart, and invigorates the spleen. Adding walnut to the
longan cakes gives them even more value as a healthy
food. A key element behind the special flavor of the
cakes is the special method used when preparing the
dried longan, which is soaked and cooked in a liquid
containing lactic acid bacteria (which intensifies its
sweetness and flavor) before making the cakes. The
walnuts are baked before using, to give them a crispy
fexture.

A common experience with longan cakes is fo want
more the more you eat. ljysheng (—Z&F) covers its
cakes with brown sugar, created them a rich color aofter
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baking. The brown sugar fragrance, and the cakes’
high butter content, adds up to an extra-special taste
experience. Shun Chen Bakery uses a specially flavorful
collection of ingredients in its cakes, ensuring a rich
longan flavor in every bite.

Nougat Candy - Sweet Morsels of
Unique Taste and Texture

Sweet, delicious nougat candy knows no season,
and has been a hot commodity since it was invented.
It comes in Chinese and Western versions, each with its
own distinctive character, and each with many loyal
supporters.

Long ago, Shanghai master workers brought their
candy-making techniques to Taiwan. Adapting their
formula to match Taiwan's hot and humid climate,
they created nougat candy that consumers fell in
love with. Making nougat candy is not easy — with
cold winters and hot summers, condifions in Taiwan
are not conducive to candy production. Master
workers must rely on their experience to make time
and various other adjustments during the boiling of
the candy mixture and other procedures, to ensure
that the final product is chewy without being sticky.



The main ingredients in nougat candy are sugar,
nuts, cow's milk, and butter. Maltose is used more in the
Chinese version, adding chewiness. Honey, more often
used in the Western version, makes the final product
softer, although this can make it more difficult to shape
the individual candies, so they are sometimes given
a coatfing of chocolate, fixing the shape and adding
flavor. In recent years some producers have replaced
granulated sugar with trehalose, reducing the candy's
sweetness and satisfying consumer demand for a
healthier product.

The handmade nougat candy crafted by the well-
known Taipei shops Saint Peter (EBLL{E), Sugar & Spice
(#&8FY), and the venerable Kuo Yuan Ye are among
the hottest sellers on the market. Saint Peter's contains
many extra flavorings, including macadamia nut,
almond, peanut, and cranberry, and is a favorite
with selective consumers. The keys to Sugar & Spice's
French-Style nougat candy are natural butter made
with Normandy milk and almonds produced in
California, ensuring a fresh, all-natural product. Kuo
Yuan Ye uses high-quality Taiwan-grown Tainong No.9
peanuts (BEIRTEE) and fresh better, creating a rich,
creamy, chewy treat that does not stick to the teeth.

Pineapple cakes, mung bean cakes, longan
cakes, nougat candy... whichever you choose as a
souvenir, you'll taste the rich delights of Taipei's sweet
confections. @

7. Shun Chen Bakery's longan cakes have won high praise in
the media.
8. llysheng's longan cakes contain brown sugar, and have a
rich brown-sugar fragrance when freshly baked.
9. Saint Peter's nougat candy has a rich milky fragrance.
10. Sugar & Spice's strawberry nougat candy causes mouths
to water.
11. Kuo Yuan Ye's nougat candy has a strong buttery fragrance,
and though chewy is not sticky.

‘ Information

Taipei Leechi 51t3Y52 (mung bean cakes)
Add: 73, Sec. 2, Chang'an E. Rd. ( R&Z & 2 X 73 3} )
Tel: (02)2506-2255

Website: www.taipeileechi.com.tw

Sheng Kee Bakery 4EtEfM17 (mung bean
cakes)

Add: 15, Sec. 3, Roosevelt Rd. ( FRHTTEEE 3 ER 1558 )
Tel: (02)2363-2085

Kuo Yuan Ye St E mAZ D BRA S (bean
paste ice cakes, nougat candy)
Add: 546, Wenlin Rd. ( XXHRES 546 58 )

Tel: (02)2831-3422
Website: www.kuos.com

Yu Hua Hsin Foods H{|ZEBEIR 7 (sorbet mung
bean cakes)

Add: 172, Songhe St. ( #3014 172 5% )

Tel: (02)2766-6980

Website: www.yuhuahsin.com/front/bin/home.phtml

Shun Chen Bakery l[Ef%ZE#% (snow mung bean
cakes, longan cakes)

Add: 212, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd. (BULEEEE 1 B 212 5] )
Tel: (02)2711-7222

Website: www.bestbakery.com.tw

liysheng — 2 &f (longan Cakes)
Add: 53, Shida Rd. ( BfiAERE 53 % )

Tel: (02)2362-0425
Website: www.ijysheng.com.tw

Saint Peter EELE{E (nougat candy)

Add: 194, Nong'an St. ( BZ17 194 5% )
Tel: (02)2515-8469

Sugar & Spice #E17 (nougat candy)

Add: 158, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd. ( BULEERE 1 ER 158 5% )
Tel: (02)2752-2188
Website: www.sugar.com.tw
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A “Tastes of Taipei”
Tour of the City’s
Alley Art

ou may know this city's east district is fashionable and chic,
Ybu’r you may not be fully aware of its artistic side. Countless
art galleries and specialty shops are hidden away down along
its cozy alleys, each offering a cool and inviting sheltered
environment out of the hot summer sun’s blaze, where you can
enjoy enriching, spirit-lifting journeys into the world of art.

We&Me Café (brunch) — Gallery 100 — Chi Wen Gallery
— Nou Gallery — Very Fun Park (Fubon Financial Building,
Eslite Bookstore Dunhua Branch, Visavis Hair Design
Flagship Store, C25 Café) — Tartine Bakery (afternoon teq)
— Very Fun Park (papabubble, iprefer Concept Shop)
— Uncle Jack's — Chuan Pu (dinner)

East District Arts and Culture Ramble

A fine way to start off an arts tour is a brunch in which one
of the main ingredients is artistic flair. From Exit No. 4 at MRT
Zhongxiao Dunhua Station, walk to down Lane 170, Section
4, ZThongxiao E. Road (BZEEER4E2170%55), then turn right onto
Lane 21, Section 1, Anhe Road (ZHME&1E2185). You'll quickly
notice We&Me Café, which although it lacks a sign to draw

your attention has a small leafy garden that most definitely does.
The shop's fine wall paintings give it an artistic ambience, and
the space is often used for painting
and photography exhibits. Among
We&Me's culinary offerings are a
delicious French-style brunch and
classic French custard-style toast.

(3]
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After filling up, continue your urban art safari by

heading to Anhe Road and then over to shady Dunhua S.
Road (BYEEER), to turn into Lane 252, Section 1, Dunhua
S. Road. You'll soon come to Gallery 100 (BZE[T),
which focuses on the promotion of contemporary art. It
showcases works by well-known artists from both Taiwan
and abroad, and stages exhibits on varying themes.
Energetically infroducing world-class creations, the
gallery also provides space for emerging artists o show
off their talent. Works by Taiwanese contemporary artist
Marvin Minto Fang (SEZH338) are on display in a special
show that will run until August 18",

Next, walk ahead another 50 meters along the same
lane and you'll come to Chi-Wen Gallery (EIXER),
a venue run as a cooperative effort by a number of
important Taiwanese contemporary artists. Though not
large, the gallery’s 10 years of accumulated experience
has resulted in a high-caliber selection of works. The
gallery often shows the works of its Taiwan artists at
international exhibitions. Its curatorial style and research
programs have established a platform for artistic
dialogue of a critical and educational nature.

After leaving the gallery, walk along Lane 71, Sec. 4,
Ren'ai Road ({IZE&718). The red-brick perimeter wall
of the junior high school here, along with the roadside
planted trees, create arelaxed atmosphere. Head past the
Ren'ai Traffic Circle to the bright and airy Nou Gallery (37
£IJEr), where the focus is on interdisciplinary, cross-cultural
modern art. The diverse range on show includes paper
sculptures, visual works, and contemporary paintings. Unfil
August 18", take in the special exhibit on the intriguing
sound-installation works of Wang Chungkun (E{f122).

Street-corner Encounters
with Artistic Beauty

Across from the Nou Gallery is the Fubon Financial
Building (E¥E&E1AE), featuring a 25-story glass-curtain
walll which is being used as a grand canvas by an Italian
artist as part of the program of activities associated with
the city of Taipei's bid for World Design Capital status.
The artist offers his visualization of Taipei from a humorous
perspective. The work, unveiled in July, will be in place
for a full year.

The Very Fun Park ($3%¢8E]) art festival, an annual
event, is soon to start. The goal of the organizer, the
Fubon Art Foundation (EfSEMIEELE), is to bring art and
everyday life closer fogether by bringing artworks into
public spaces, and this year numerous clothing shops,
restaurants, cafes, and hair salons in the east district
have been lined up as temporary galleries for artists’
creations. After visiting the Nou Gallery, spend some
quality time visiting as many of these spots as possible.
Head first to the Eslite Bookstore Dunhua Branch (38
EEHFE), where you can enjoy the work of Taiwan
contemporary artist Alice Wang (E3X ), sporting a
reading theme and specially created for the store. Next,

1-2. In the morning sit down in the green courtyard at We&Me Café,
tucking into a pleasant brunch of classic French custard-style toast.

3-5. At Gallery 100 and the Chi-Wen Gallery, in the alleys off Dunhua
S. Rd., and the Nou Gallery, on Ren’ai Rd., enjoy the works of
Taiwan contemporary artists.

6. One of the premier artist-showcase sites in the annual Very Fun Park
art festival is the spacious hair salon at the Visavis Flagship Store.

7. The Fubon Financial Building features a 25-story glass-curtain wall
being used as an artist’s grand canvas.
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visit the Visavis Hair Design Flagship Store (ZERIERS) Big Art Surprises
on Lane 151, Sec. 4, Ren'ai Road ({ZEFE4E&1518), a

in Myriad Small Shops
high-end hair salon where Qiu Yuwen's (GBRRIX) three-

dimensional paper-cut art is being displayed, and then After all that walking, it's a good idea to sit down at
C25 Café (C25EMIFEE), where the artwork of Li Yanhua @ bakery where the products are treated as art: Tartine
(ZFEE) is inspired by the artist’s travels. Bakery at Lane 49, Section 1, Anhe Road (ZHE¥1ER49%E),

at which specialty French-style handmade confections

and light meals are crafted. The store’s signature
macaroons are recommended, accompanied by a fine
cup of coffee while enjoying the pleasant afternoon
views of the street life through the large windows.

Next door to the bakery is papabubble, a cute shop
that specializes in Spanish-style handmade candies. You
can watch them being made, in fantasy-like color and
variety. This is another Very Fun Park showplace, at which
artist Hsieh Yiju's (168%0) work is being shown.

Walk to the right about 50 meters and you'll come
upon a spot surrounded by a black bamboo fence that
has a hint of mystery about it. This is the iprefer Concept
Shop, the core concepts being craftsmanship, art,
LOHAS, and fashion. All items, clothing and accessories
are crafted by hand. During Very Fun Park the store is
also serving as
a showcase for
paper-cut art
crafted by Tim
Budden.
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Art is not only expressed via the media we've
mentioned so far. It is also in evidence, for example, in
retro furniture, which is a symbol of design’s historical
evolution. Beside iprefer is Uncle Jack’s, where you'll find
a splendid collection of Western furniture and iron fans
from the 1950s through 1970s, plus retro-style lamps and
leather sofas. You'll feel as though you've stepped right
intfo an old movie.

With evening approaching and the streetlights coming
on, it's time for dinner. Down in the alleys off Section 4
of Ren'ai Road is Chuan Pu (JI1Z&), which serves Sichuan
dishes. With the ambience of both a restaurant and a
lounge bar, the walls are decorated with a number of
large-scale portraits of Beijing opera masks. Order some
of the authentic Sichuan dishes along with a mixed drink,
sit back, ease into the melodious music, and enjoy a fine
evening of relaxing comfort that has been well-earned.

After a day exploring the art galleries, cafes, clothing
boutiques, and other spots in the city's east, you'll find
the distance between art and life isn't so very great,
and that the everyday life of the citizen of Taipei — and
the city’'s visitors — is filled opportunities to experience
aesthetic beauty. @&

8-9. Order the signature macaroons at Tartine Bakery and enjoy a leisurely

afternoon’s changing streetscape through the large windows.

10-12. The Very Fun Park - Taipei East District Contemporary Art Exhibit
takes artworks from museums and places them in everyday
public locations, including such shops this year.as C25 Café,
papabubble, and iprefer Concept Shop.

13. You'll find a splendid collection of Western furniture in Uncle Jack’s.

14-15. Chuan Pu's Beijing opera mask decorations and authentic
Sichuanese dishes.

A Information

We&Me Café

Add: 9, Ln. 21, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd. (ZFIE& 1 ER21E95E)
Tel: (02)8773-3771

Gallery100 52 Z R

Add: 13, Ln. 252, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd. (BUEEES 182252
E135%)

Tel: (02)2731-0876

Chi-Wen Gallery EINE

Add:3F, 19, Ln. 252, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd. (BULEEER1ER
25285195%318)

Tel: (02)8771-3372

Nou Gallery ¥T=/ER
Add: 232, Sec. 4, Ren'qi Rd. ({ZE#R4Ek2325%)
Tel: (02)2700-0239

Eslite Bookstore Dunhua Branch

MmEEIEE

Add: 2F, 246, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd. (BULEEES 1 ER24655218)
Tel: (02)2775-5977

Visavis Hair Design Flagship Store ZEZEEE

Add:B1, 32, Ln. 151, Sec. 4, Ren’ai Rd. ({ZEIR4E21518
325%B1)

Tel: (02)2778-5185

C25 Café C25EMNNEEE
Add: 23, Ln. 21, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd. (ZFIE81E&21E235%)
Tel: (02)2781-8902

Tartine Bakery
Add: 13-1, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd. (0B 1ER495513-15%)
Tel: (02)2778-8831

papabubble
Add: 15, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd. (ZF0I8 1498 155%)
Tel: (02)8773-0955

iprefer Concept Shop

Add: 9, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd. (ZF0E& 1 ER49895%)
Tel: (02)2752-0218

Uncle Jack’s

Add: 7, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd. (ZHE&1ER49E755)
Tel: (02)2778-2227

Chuan Pu J||ZE

Add: 21, Aly. 4, Ln. 345, Sec. 4, Ren'ai Rd. ({ZEH4E%
345847 2155)

Tel: (02)2731-9991

Please refer to the map provided on P.66
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Very Fun Park -
Taipei East District
— Contemporary Art Exhibit

.__1_ e
s

Information

2013 Very Fun Park 2013#34H]

Time: 7/19~9/29

Venues: 30 display locations, in area defined
by Ln. 216, Sec. 4, Zhongxiao E. Rd.,
Sec. 4, Ren’ai Rd., Sec. 1, Fuxing S.
Rd., and Sec. 4, Zhongshan E. Rd.,
along with Songshan Cultural and
Creative Park.

Tel: (02)2754-6655
Website: www.fubonart.org.tw

rt is an international common language. For
Athis reason it must not be confined solely to
fine arts museums. It should exist within view in all
the corners of our public lives.

The Fubon Art Foundation stages Very Fun Park each
summer. Over eight years its core concept has been the
creation of a “museum without walls” (EREZETEE), with
artworks normally displayed inside museums brought out for
show in everyday living spaces, including cafes, clothing
stores, community centers, hair salons, bookstores, and even
on roadside trees and in outdoor plazas. Roam the streets of
the city’s east district and you'll see many wonderful works of
art that do double duty, making the festival's core value - the
creation of unhindered art accessibility — a reality.

For the 2013 edition, the contemporary artists invited from
both Taiwan and overseas are focusing on “harmonious
resonance.” The purpose is the creation of a harmonious
society in which pluralism is respected and differences
tolerated, with a harmonious dialogue engendered between
art and space. There will be food and drink plus physical
performances, cross talk, indie music, and other types of
dynamic performances, along with static displays featuring
sculptures, installation art, graphics painting, and tech-
innovation art, etc. Here a comprehensive arts experience is
being constructed that showcase life's beauty.

The event is being held in a zone bordered by Lane 216,
Section 4, Zhongxiao E. Road (BZEERER4EL2168), Section 4,
Ren'ai Rd. ({ZE&4E%), Section 1, Fuxing S. Road ({EEEEE
1E%), and Section 4, Zhongshan E. Road (BZEE4ER). The
public spaces at Songshan Cultural and Creative Park (F3LL
XEIEE) will be used as a special exhibition zone. With 30
display locations in total, a stimulating world of street art is
being mapped out in the city’s east district.

To make it easier for foreign visitors to enjoy the festivities,
and to gain a better understanding of the culfure and life
symbols found down along Taipei's lanes and alleys in its
community enclaves, a Very Fun Park English-language
brochure has been prepared, and you can also book English-
speaking guides. You're warmly invited fo come on out for a
taste of how art meets life in Taipei. &




Dynamic Jazz -
A Showcase of Taipei’s
Romantic Flair

This summer, at night, under the stars, in a park, listening to

jazz is the height of romance, as the Taipei International
Jazz Festival (E2ILERFRE TS EET) hits the stage in July,

guaranteeing a good time for you and all who accompany
you in Daan Park (KZHMAE).

The festival is an annual July happening, with the best
names in jazz from around the world invited to perform,
enabling people to get up close and intimate with world-
class talent. The climaxes each year are the outdoor jazz
concerts staged in Daan Park, which this year are on July
20" and 21°. The curtain-raiser for this feast of music on
July 20™ will be the Jazz Carnival & Parade (BLTEFEES
13), which will kick off at 17:30 and will feature marching
percussion bands plus passionate a cappella, New Orleans
street jazz, and saxophone ensemble performances.

The outdoor concert, which will begin at 19:00, is studded
with Israeli masters, including internationally renowned
guitarist Amos Hoffman, Albert Beger, who in 2009 won Israel’s
highest honor for musicians, the Prime Minister's Award for
Composers, and Rony Holan, recognized as Israel’s king of
the drums, who is constantly in demand with the greats of
international jazz. A sizzling night of music is guaranteed.

On July 21°" at 19:00, a stellar lineup of celebrated
international masters from around the globe will fake the
stage. Among the big names are violinist Hsieh Chipin (!
BZH#7) and pianist Chang Kaiya (58E1JE), both from Taiwan,
Belgian bassist Bart De Nolf, German guitarist Joachim
Schoenecker, and singer Amanda Tiffin, a new-generation
voice from South Africa whose vocals will move you. An
unforgettable night of jazz is on tap.

These outdoor jazz gatherings on breezy nights will show
one and all just how cool Taipei can be in midsummer. &

1. On July 20™ the curtain-raiser is the Jazz Carnival & Parade;
one and all are invited fo come sway to the music.

2-5. The world’s best are invited to come play at the Taipei
International Jazz Festival; the shows staged at the Daan
Park amphitheater give audiences intimate closeness with
the genre.

A Information

2013 Taipei International Jazz Festival
2013= ]V ERPRE T FELEN

Venve: Daan Park (KZFHMAE)

Add: 1, Sec. 2, Xinsheng S. Rd. (FTEFERR2ER157)
Tel: (02)2533-8740

Website: www.taipeijazz.com
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Summer vacation's here, but
still not sure how to keep the

kids occupied? Fret not — all your answers
are close at hand. The Taipei summer months brim
with fun things for parents and children to do together,
and a bonus is that they provide education through
entertainment, ensuring youngsters a vacation that is
both happy and fulfilling.

Taipei Aqua Friendly Festival -
Summer of Watery Fun

In the summer heat, kids love nothing better than
a cooling round of water play. The Taipei Water
Department (TWD; &3LBRIKEZEE) has been holding
the extremely popular Taipei Aqua Friendly Festival (1t
¥KEA) since 2004, attracting over 300,000 visitors each
year. The TWD has surpassed itself for the 10™ edition this
summer with an extra-special program of events.

The festival has already started, and will run until
August 31°. In addition to the permanent Water Country
Park (ZK#EER) and swimming pool, a special Summer
Fountain Play Area (EZFERBEEIE) has been added,
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with play facilities such as a pirate ship where parents
and kids can play together. The “Fantasy Aqua World”
(B4IKHHFR) has also been specially created, home to
such amusing and lovable 3D models as cute water
plants, baby clownfish, “little sister” shells, and water-
drop sprites. During the day there are eye-catching
decorations in the water, and at night an aura of
colored lights emanates outward. Kids can have their
photos taken with the installations.

There are street-performer shows each weekend during
the festival, with magicians, balloon artists, and variety
entertainers. On July 20" the Ifkids Theatre Company (41
REELIE) will perform The New Wizard of Oz (¥HkE
L) on stage, and on August 17" there is a colorful
evening concert scheduled, with top singers and indie
bands to take stage, accompanied by a stirring waterside
Valentine's fireworks show that will go on more than 5
minutes (Chinese Valentine's Day is August 13™ this year).

This year, as an extra encouragement to get the
whole family out to play together and to lighten the load
of the family breadwinners a bit, a special “Elementary
School and Under Free Enfry” deal is being offered. The
Aqua Friendly Festival family fun just keeps getting better.



Taipei Robot Pavilion -
Summer of Intelligence

The Taipei Robot Pavilion (Zit#2s AEE) is located
in the Taipei Expo Park’s Xinsheng Park Area. It is an all-
new exhibition pavilion co-created by the Taipei City
Government and the Industrial Development Bureau of
the Ministry of Economic Affairs ($SESRT2/S). The focus,
as the pavilion’s name indicates, is the robot. There is a
History Corridor (¥28 ABESEYER), Funny Robots Area (i
kies ARRE), Industrial Robots Area (B2 AETE),
Interactive Zone (¥28 AG&I&), and Advanced Zone (5t
EMES ABER). The attraction, opened in February this
year, has been a huge hit, and gives youngsters another
venue this summer where they can experience the
magic of technology.

There are constant surprises for visitors. In the Funny
Robots Area you meet 56 different static and dynamic
robots, all with entertaining characters, among them
Astro Boy, flower fairies, and WALL-E. In the Industrial
Robots Area is the Basketball Shooting Robot (¥%EEHEzs
A), created by the Mechanical and Systems Research
Laboratories of the Industrial Technology Research
Institute (LHABTEMFT), a cute small snake that shoots
using mechanical clamps and has a shooting average of
99%., as good as any national team dead-eye. The Real-

Time Graphics Robot (ENRHEEZEA)
has crude-looking and powerful

arms that nevertheless are as
deft as those of a master
artist while it gives “live”
demonstrations of the
graphics-art process.

In the Interactive Zone, the Dancing Robot (£Eifhizs
A) entertains crowds with its Gangnam Style dancing,
and there is a splendid lineup of 30 different Gundam-
model robofts that has captured the hearts of fans of the
Japanese anime characters.

In the Advanced Zone you can check out the state-
of-the-art functions of today's robots. The Banryu—Home
Utility Robot (BE—EZ/J\EEE), for example, interacts
with family members and shakes their hands. It has built-
in sensors and a camera, through which owners can
receive visual data when away from home. The small
NAO robots imported from France delight visitors with
their shows on a miniature stage, demonstrating incredibly
flexible body movements. In

this area you'll also see
lion dance robofts (%
I#ees A), glove
puppetry robots
(ThREER A ),
and Santaizu
performance
robots (= K5
22 A). Dancing
with obvious
enthusiasm, they
bring joy and laughter
to audiences.
1-2. The Water Country Park and water-play swimming pool are big
hits with families at the Taipei Aqua Friendly Festival.

3. Small NAO robots delight visitors with shows on a small stage,
demonstrating incredibly flexible body movements.

4-5.The Taipei Robot Pavilion has a joyous dancing Santaizu
Performance robots and different robot models of Japan’s
Gundam anime characters.
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The 2013 Comic Exhibition -
A Summer of Fine Visuals

For many young students, the big finale of their
summer vacation is Taipei's annual Comic Exhibition (/2
ZEBE). This year will run from August 15™ through 20™,
at the Taipei World Trade Center, Hall 1 (EJLHEHE—EE). In
addition to a mesmerizing array of newly issued comics
and quality-design peripheral products, numerous
popular comic artists have been invited to Taiwan to
meet with fans and sign autographs.

The exhibition, organized by the Chinese Animation
& Comic Publishers Association (FREE)EHIRE SR
EE), was first staged in 1995. Over the years it has
become a key annual gathering for aficionados, a key
channel in Taiwan for the promotion of comic art, and
a benchmark event among comic exhibitions in Asia.
For the 14" edition, the theme is “Wander the Future -
Start a Miracle.” Over 20 of the world's most popular
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comic masters have been invited to
aftend, including Kotetsuko Yamamoto, writer
and artist for Like the Beast, IS (Infinite Stratos)
writer lzuru Yumizuru, Takeshi Okana and Sho
Makura, creators of the Reibaishi Izuna Ascension
series, the Japanese female manga artist duo
Peach-Pit, creators of Rozen Maiden, Yusei
Matsui, creator of the extremely popular youth
comic series Assassination Classroom, and
Toshihiko Kobayashi, creator of Colorful Love
Story. They'll be accompanied by well-known
voice actors and renowned local Taiwan comic artists
in marathon autograph sessions that fans are awaiting
with eager anficipation.

Amazon Adventure Exhibition -
Summer of Wonder

The Amazon Adventure Exhibition (2554 REIFIZE)
is soon to hit the stage at Huashan 1914 Creative Park
(BEUNN4LEIEEZRE). Brought in from Japan, the
famed explorer and authority on Amazon biology Minoru
Matsuzaka serves as a curatorial consultant for the
exhibition. Visitors enjoy close-up encounters with many
of the unique forms of biological life from the mysterious
Amazon region, and the close intertwining of the region’s
indigenous peoples with the natural environment is
presented. This exhibition can be described as a grand
portal to adventure!

South America’s Amazon River has given birth to
the world’s largest tropical rainforest, which is home fo



an estimated 2.5 million different types of insects, tens of
thousands of plant species, and 2,000 kinds of birds and
mammals. It has been called a “biologist’s paradise.”

The exhibition’s virfual adventure ranges over eight
display areas: “Trip Preparation” (1JEI¥E(&), “Set Sail for
Adventure" (EIEZEM). “Into Danger Zones” (BIEIEE),
“Grand Confluence” (FERAZE), “Abundance and Diversity”
(BEZE), “Extreme Dangers” (IBEERE), “Coexistence”
(REHTE), and “Skills Trials” (i BZ). You are led into
the Amazon basin for close inspections of over 60 kinds of
unique endemic living organisms, such as the Panaque
gigante, Hoplias macrophthalmus (giant trahira), and the
world's largest beetle. Step into this exhibition and you step
deep info an Amazonian exploration.

The Taipei summer-vacation period is filled with fun
fimes and extraordinary bustle. Parents and kids, come on
out, get in on the action, and create some unforgettable
family-time memories! &

6. Posing for memento photos with voice-over artists are precious
experiences for fans.

7-8. Miracle and Future are the two mascots for this year’'s Comic
Exhibition. (photo courtesy of the Chinese Animation & Comic
Publishers Association)

9. Among Amazon fish species, the Hoplias macrophthalmus is second
only fo the piranha for ferociousness.

10. Its saw-like teeth enable the Panaque gigante to eat wood chips
that sink down to the river’s bottom.

11.The disk-shaped Potamotrygon menchacai (tiger ray) attacks
with a whip-like tail; its unique appearance makes it an especially
popular attraction.

12. The Amazon River has given birth to the world’s largest tropical
rainforest, which has been called a “biologist’s paradise.”

A Information

2013 Taipei Aqua Friendly Festival
2013=10RRIKER

Time: Until 8/31

Venve: Taipei Water Park (B3RKEE)
Add: 1, Siyuan St. (BIEET158)

Tel: (02)8349-5104

Website: www.2013water.com.tw

Taipei Robot Pavilion =11 1428 A EE

Hours: Tues~Thurs, Sun 09:00~17:00, Sat/Sun 09:00~20:00
(closed Mon)

Venue: Taipei Expo Park, Xinsheng Park Area (fEfEA
RFTERE)

Add: 6, Binjiang St. (BSL{65%)

Tel: (02)2182-8886, ext. 6656

Website: www.facebook.com/Taipei.Robot

2013 Comic Exhibition 2013/ 2= HE&=

Time: 8/15~8/20

Venue: Taipei World Trade Center, Hall 1 (&1ttHEB—EE)
Add: 5, Sec. 5, Xinyi Rd. ({E& 5% 55%)

Tel: (02)2517-6963

Website: www.ccpa.org.tw/comic

Amazon Adventure Exhibition S5 5 5% REFIEE
Time: 7/13~9/1

Venue: Huashan 1914 Creative Park, M4B Building; 1,
Sec. 1, Bade Rd. (EL914XLBIZREEXREH
PUBEE; N\ 1ER15R)

Tel: (02)8732-7976
Website: amazon.sincepro.com.tw
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Gilbert Varga,

Principal Conductor of the Taipei Symphony Orchestra

The principal conductor is the soul of an or
soul of the Taipei Symphony Orchestra (&1

chestra, and Mr. Gilbert Varga became principal conductor and thus
EFRIIAELEE: TSO) in May. Born in England, he studied under maestro

Sergiu Celibidache, and over the years has worked with over 40 orchestras in continental Europe, where he enjoys

especial renown, and in North America, Cenftr

Y

Gilbert Varga

¢ Place of Origin: England

e 1980-1985, Principal Conductor of Hofer
Symphoniker

e 1985-1990, Principal Conductor of Phil-
harmonia Hungarica

e 1991-1995, Permanent Guest Conduct-
or of the Stuttgart Chamber Orchestra

e 1997-2000, Principal Guest Conductor
of the Malmé Symphony Orchestra

e 1997-2008, Music Director the Basque
National Symphony Orchestra
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al America, Australia, and Asia.

Varga's elegant baton technique is renowned, and his magic is to
allow his orchestral players to bring their emotions info the music. His
reputation has grown in North America over the past decade, and in
January 2011 he conducted Anna Vinnitskaya and the Deutsches Sym-
phonie-Orchester Berlin in a performance of Ravel and Prokofiev piano
concertos for an album that won the BBC Music Magazine's highest
rating of five stars.

The Taipei Symphony Orchestra, established in 1969, has achieved
countless firsts. It has the highest performance diversity among the
country’s orchestras, performing music that ranges from Western opera
and ballet to symphonic music. Varga came to Taipei to work with the
Taipei Symphony Orchestra in three concerts in 2009 and 2011, and
on those occasions his method of interacting with the players during
rehearsals, his inferpretation of the music, and his conducting style,
along with his exacting leadership, directness, and personal charm, left
them deeply impressed. When the TSO's principal conductor position
afterwards opened up, nine months of energetic pursuit, with the help
of the Taipei City Government’s Department of Cultural Affairs, resulted
in Varga's assumption of the position this year.

Both of Varga's parents were musicians, and Varga began studying
the violin from the age of four. His father told him that music was an
international common language, able to convey all sorts of messages,
and performers must give music the same care they would when tell-
ing a story in order to convey its emotion and meaning. When he was
22 a hand injury forced Varga to give up playing, but his deep love of
music remained, and he decided fo become a conductor.

Varga has three main goals for the TSO over the next three years. First,
he hopes that the orchestra can have its own concert hall. Second, he
wants to bring the TSO onto the infernational stage. Third, he wants to
give the orchestra more opportunities to play with renowned foreign
artists. “I hope to take advantage of my friendly relations with musicians
from the West to get them to come to Taipei to perform with us,” he
says, adding with emphasis that his intent is to evenfually make the TSO
a fully professional city orchestra.
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He's excited about working in Taipei, because of the kindness
and enthusiasm of the local people that he enjoyed on his previous
visits, and finds the city fascinating, busy, and possessing the elec-
trical energy of a dynamo. Despite this, there is no reason for any
feelings of anxious tension or pressure. For him this means full, pure
enjoyment of the joys of conducting.

“It is my hope that as we move ahead, the orchestra and | will
become like a tight-knit family, moving in unison toward the same
goals, sharing the achievements of our hard work, and producing
good report cards, making the people of Taipei proud of their city
orchestra,” he says, eagerly inviting everyone to come enjoy the
concerts he'll conduct at the National Concert Hall (BEIRZ4£E2) on
August 15" and October 13", and at Taipei Zhongshan Hall (3L
AILLE) on November 30™.

With his grand ambition and rich conducting experience, he ex-
pects to bring a new atmosphere to the Taipei Symphony Orchestra,
and to bring it info the ranks of world-class city orchestras. A great

many music fans are looking forward to the experience.

Website: www.tso.taipei.gov.tw
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The City and Public Art -
Through the Eyes of Lewis Biggs

Lewis Biggs, former director of the Tate Gallery Liverpool and both founder and chief executive of the Liverpool Bi-

ennial of Contemporary Art, has done much to bring modern standards to the old English city’s artistic showcases.

In the past few years he has been travelling further afield, working in Nagoya, Hong Kong, and Shanghai, and has

visited Taipei numerous times. This has given him the opportunity to observe the association that various Asian cities

have with art, and their artistic evolution.

Lewis Biggs

¢ Place of Origin: England
e Curator, writer, cultural consultant

¢ Chief executive, Liverpool Biennial of
Contemporary Art, 2000-2011

¢ Director, Tate Gallery Liverpool 1990-
2000

e Curator of exhibitions, Tate Gallery
Liverpool, 1987-1990
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Discussing the relevance of art for a city, Biggs says that culture is
the key factor when people choose a place of residence. “If a city
wants to create a new and innovative future,” he states, “it must
understand its history and retain the essence of its past, rather than
categorically tearing out its roots to grow a new culture.” He believes
that only in “art” can the past be used to show the future, and enable
a city to discover a new life.

Biggs is well aware that Taipei is striving hard for World Design Cap-
ital designation in 2016, and in his view, Taipei has done much work to
become a “creative city.” For example, many old buildings have been
given attractive new facades, giving old places a new lease of life,
and creative neighborhoods have been planned and developed. He
suggests that “creativity” is not an industrial process, and “art” cannot
be manufactured; it must be left to play out on its own. For example,
he says, Singapore has too many restrictions, stimulating many local
artists to move to Hong Kong, where their talents are better able to
shine. Another example is mainland China, where the government
wants to establish an arts park — something he feels cannot possibly be
a success. “Creativity emerges freely from the individual,” he says. “It
cannot be mandated by a government. For creativity to flourish, cre-
ators must be given free rein to ‘play.” Only then can artistic expression
be unique.”

Biggs has visited Taipei seven or eight times, and though his stays
have not been long and he has not had the chance to witness the
development of the city's public art in detail, he has nevertheless
been impressed by the cityscape. He's noticed that many local build-
ings have greenery-covered walls, and that there is an abundance of
parks and other green spaces, large and small. Many plazas fronting
business buildings have been beautified with public artworks that are
shared with the general citizenry, and there are comparatively few
large, open car parks and idle spaces. “The active involvement of one
and all in a city's beautification — government, private enterprise, and
the general public - is a key element in public art.” He commends the
citizens of Taipei for their zeal and energetic participation.



What's special about public art, says Biggs, is that it is not lined
up in a row as artworks are in a museum or gallery, and does not
exist as an expression of art history or a specific art category. Each
piece is, rather, an opportunity for the artist to engage the public
in dialogue. “This is the frue essence of modern art,” he says. As an
example, he says that in Gwangju, South Korea, he saw a group
of senior citizens sitting in a metro station, either chatting or lost in
thought. Right beside them was a free-standing cabinet with a dis-
play of stone artworks, but nobody stopped to look. “What sort of
relationship could this traditional type of display possibly establish
with the public facility it was in and the people passing through?”
he asks. He believes that public art must create interaction be-
tween city, art, and public in order to produce meaning.

The longtime urban art curator wants to help everyone under-
stand that public art not only beautifies a city’s landscape but also
engenders interactivity between citizens, art, and public spaces,
fostering civic awareness. Art can exist in any space, and has the
capacity to unite past, present, and future. @

. Biggs has a strong impression of Taipei as a

place of many green parks and buildings with
plant-covered walls.

. Famous Taiwan artist Ju Ming (%#%) has

cooperated with the Farglory Financial Center
((EiEEFIAIY) in the Xinyi District with his Living
World (ARS) Series; the public interacts with the
public artwork, many taking souvenir photos.

. The large landscape sculptures found in the

outdoor plaza of Farglory Financial Center next
to Taipei City Hall Bus Station were designed
by French artists Josephine Chevery, Francois
Bellet-Odent.

. Biggs visited Taipei and delivered a speech at

the Seed Projects 4-Urban Symposium.
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Uliramarathon-Runner
Ryoichi Sekiya’s Happy Taipei Travels

J

apanese ultramarathoner Ryoichi Sekiya, the record-holder in Asia’s 24-hour ultramarathon, competes in inter-

national races around the world, and each year comes to Taipei for local marathons. He's been coming here

for 11 years since 2001, forging a deep friendship. A regular participant in Taipei's Soochow International 24H Ultra-
Marathon (BBR24/)\FEIFREEHR FFHIR), in 2008 he was inducted into the Soochow Ultra-Marathon Hall of Fame, and
the second frack at Soochow University's (BRRKE2) Waishuangxi (NE2) campus was named after him.

Ryoichi Sekiya -
Key Race Results

Spartak Bentazone (Greece) / 2-time
winner / One of the ultramarathon
world’s fop events

IAU 24 Hour World Championship /
4-time winner

Soochow International Ultra-Marathon
/ 7-time consecutive winner

Asia 24H ultframarathons / 2-time
record-sefter

2007 Soochow International 24H Ultra-
Marathon /
Setfrecord of 274.884 km

2010 Surgeres 48 Hours (France) / Set
record of 407.966 km in 48H race

2011 Badwater Ultramarathon (USA) /
2" overall / 1" among Asian racers

2012 Soochow International 24H Ultra-
Marathon / 261.365km / 1°
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“Each time | come to Taipei to race, | leave with many
beautiful memories,” says Sekiya. He says he's been 16 or
17 times, and though each fime he’'s in town just a few
days and his focus is on each race, each ftime his Taiwan
experience makes him think of the attractive warmth
and friendliness of Japan in the past. Japan, he says,
has now lost this feeling. I have made many very good
friends in Taipei, and each time I'm here to race many
local people come out to cheer me on. The warmth
of these friendships is one of the reasons | make sure to
come back to Taipei each year to race.”

In Taiwan, many people came to recognize Sekiya
from the 266.275 kilometer record he set in March 2002
in the first Asia 24H Championship held by Soochow Uni-
versity. Having used up the last of his energy during the
race, he fainted during the awards ceremony, which
was covered widely in the Taiwan media. Sekiya's mem-
ory of the incident remains strong. His desire o win the
Taipei race — and any race — was strongest in 2006, for
“This was the first world championship race staged in
Asia, and the desire to show Western racers what Asian
runners could achieve gave me a great surge of energy
as | stood at the starting line.” He ran a startling 272.936
kilometers in the race, setting a new Asian record, best-
ing the second-place finisher by 24 kilometers.

Though he has an iron will, there are times when
Sekiya has to fight off the impulse to abandon a race.
In 2009, during France's Surgeres 48 Hours race, as he
was set to head out for the arduous second 24 hours he
was overcome with a powerful urge to quit. But when he
called his pregnant wife, who was awaiting news back
in Japan, “She said that | wasn't just racing for myself.
| was also racing for my unborn child, so could | please
bear down and carry on.” This gave me renewed morale



and energy, and in the end | came in second, a good
result. At the end he found himself crying uncontrollably,
for he had once again forced himself beyond what he
thought was the limit of his endurance.

For Sekiya, 46 this year, running has been a lifelong
career. He sees marathon running in the same light
as Japan's kendo, tea ceremony, and ikebana; the
“way of the marathon” engages the runner in deep

self-examination, enhancing one’s spiritual level — both
body and soul. @&

1. In a meeting of supermen, Ryoichi Sekiya and celebrated
Taiwan ultramarathoner Tommy Chen (BRE1E) share their
running experiences.

2. An international marathon champion, Sekiya says that
blending running with daily life brings the greatest happiness.

3. Sekiya racing in the Soochow International 24H Ultra-
Marathon.

4. Sekiya comes to race in Taiwan ulframarathons every year,
and has developed friendships with many people here.
Friends join in his signature “Sekiya pose” here.

(Photos courtesy of Chinese Taipei Association of Ultrarunners;

REREBRSAINEERE
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| Taipei Folk, In Their Own Words |

Matthew David Townend

Moﬂhew Townend, from England, is the writer and director of a romantic comedy exploring Eastern and Western

cultural differences which was presented at the Taipei Fringe Festival in 2011. Entitled Very Foreigner (Z%why

TE?), he also acted in the production along with local Taiwan actors. The work was roundly praised by audiences,

and many who saw the play asked him if the plot was based on personal experiences.

Matthew David Townend

¢ Place of Origin: England

¢ English Teacher at Taipei Language
Institute (TLI), writer, playwright

e Writings:

An Oxford English Master Teaches
You Prefixes, Roots, and Suffixes with
Pictures

An Oxford English Master Teaches You
Synonyms and Antonyms with Pictures

An Oxford English Master Teaches You
New TOEIC Words with Pictures

1-2. Matthew, an English literature major, has
a passion for the stage and has created a
number of plays.
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Matthew’'s made many friends in his five years here, and his girl-
friend is indeed a local lady. He has found that male-female roman-
fic relationships here and back in the West are very different. For
example, Westerners show their affection openly and directly, often
expressing it with kisses and other actions. On the other hand when
with the lady of his affections, the Eastern male will often simply ask:
“Do you want to be my girlfiend?” If a boy and girl agree fo go to
the movies, Taiwan folk are sure the other person wants to take the
relationship a step further, while Westerners see this as nothing more
than *making friends.” Such differences intrigue him, he says, and
with a smile reveals that the plot of his play was developed around
the experiences of various close friends.

Matthew has a Master's degree from Oxford University, majoring
in English literature, and has a number of writing accomplishments
to his credit, including the publication of several English dictionaries
tailored for the Taiwanese public. He's also written novels, and is es-
pecially keen on writing for the stage, which has remained a passion
during his time living in Taipei. In addition to teaching English, he also
teaches courses in English drama, and plans to craft another English
drama this year, returning to England fo bring it to the stage.

His Taipei is a fascinating, friendly city, with a rich blend of old and
new culture and architecture. The local temple culture is especially
diverse, with an exotfic ritual and character that international visitors
find compelling. At the moment the one thing left un-checked on his
to-do-list in Taipei is to watch a good deal of Beijing and Taiwanese
opera, for he feels it is from traditional theater that one can most

quickly get a taste of the essence of a local culture. @




Do you have souvenirs for sale here?

H ow II'o Tq I k 'I'o Can | book a guide?

Mandarin Chinese
TAIPE
y
EETEICTmIN?

KO LIFRREENRS?

W06 kéyi yuyué daolan ma?
Here are a few sentences in [oAR] Zheli yéu mai jinianpin ma?
Mandarin Chinese and Tai- (&)
wanese that backpackers
can use while in Taipei to en-
sure smooth sailing.

Shaved ice comes in many different flavors!

Taiwanese

YxBEZEOMK!
Chuabing wiujinzeijiong kauvrt! /

It's really hot. Do you have any tasty ice treats?

Taiwanese

KREH - BISKISIZHYK?

Tinki jin rua, wi shami Houjia a bing?

Can you tell me how to get to this museum?

Mandarin Chinese

REERBEYEEEX?
Qingweén zhé jian béwuguan zénme qu? !

/

Do | need to buy an enftry ticket?
How much is it?

Mandarin Chinese

FEEFIER? PIRIDER?

Xiu yao mai ménpiao ma? Ménpiao duoshao qian?
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ADAPTIVECITY
Adaptive City :
Taipei's 2016 World Design Capital

Bid Application and
Video Has Been Released

-

Ledelim 2016y ik

BRFRERI = » & R R EER

he 2016 World Design Capital bidding campaign is now in full swing, and Taipei 1. Taipei City's 2016 World Design Capifal
official bid book and bid video, much

city's much anticipated official bid book and bid video have recently been o : )
anticipated in all circles, were recently

unveiled to much fanfare. The 5-volume book, which dynamically presents the unveiled.

“design” thinking that has brought such dazzling accomplishments in municipal 2-4.The bid book, which features
dragon-scale binding, dynamically
presents the “design” thinking
video features 11 internationally renowned design talents, and showcases that has brought such dazzling

building initiatives, features unique “dragon-scale binding (FEEAEE).” The 7-minute

more than 20 iconic Taipei landscapes. The depth and breadth of Taipei design accomplishments in municipal
. . building initiatives.
development are on glorious display.
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City Design and Transformation Campaign

At the formal unveiling, Taipei City Mayor Hau Lungbin
said the bid book and video give a comprehensive
overview of the city, as well as of the dynamic design
energy of Taiwan in general. Overall coordination for
the book and video was the responsibility of the Taipei
city government's Department of Cultural Affairs. The
bid book was written by the Taiwan Design Center (&
ERIEERETHIL), which handled the 2011 IDA Congress
in Taipei, and designed by Chen Junliang (BRIEE), two-
time winner of a Design for Asia Award (SEilER B2
ERETREE). The bid video is the work of the music video
production studio Grass Jelly (IIEF{R), winner of the
2013 iF Communication Design Award.

Mayor Hau stated that the city's World Design
Capital bid would be effective in marketing Taipei
internationally, and would place design thinking
front and center in all municipal building endeavors,
launching a “City Design and Transformation
Campaign” and making Taipei a frue innovative
design capital. Citing Helsinki as a prime example, the
mayor pointed out that as a result of its World Design
Capital bid and selection in 2012, the Finnish capital
was the focus of many media reports, which created
fremendous publicity and resulted in positive growth in
its economic and industrial development.

A Collectable Bid Book with a Traditional
Chinese Dragon Scale Cover

Faced with keen competition, each applicant
city brings its unique set of special skills to the fray. In
a surprise move, Taipei has made the binding of ifs

5-volume bid book a splendid display of its design

capability. It is built up layer by layer with what appears
tfo be "dragon scales,” and the cover features a
collection of classic Taipei images, including a treasured
work by famed calligrapher Tong Yangtze (EBE3K).
artifacts from the National Palace Museum's (BIIIEK
ZSEYIR) priceless collection, the art of internationally
acclaimed picture-book creator Jimmy (#3K), esteemed
designer Ray Chen's (BRinZ) Eslite Bookstore (FmE
I5), and an overview map of Taipei in the style of a
traditional shanshui (LU7K) painting.

A special type of paper with a distinctive texture has
been used for the book. The box it comes in, specially
created by master craftsmen, is made of Taiwan-grown
moso bamboo and also features "black jade” (£XE)
that is unique to Hualien(fEi&). The exquisite case gives
this dragon-scale set even greater value as a work of
art worthy of addition to one's collection.

“Adaptive City" (REHEHBIWT) is the content
theme, exploring Taipei's special development features
and its incorporation of global design frends. Research,
exhibitions, lectures, meetings, publications, marketing,
and social networks are being utilized to develop “WDC
Legacy, Taipei Model” contours. In addition, stressing
collective designer cooperation, a dual top-down and
bottom-up approach has been adopted, mobilizing
participation and maximizing capability. Kicking this off
has been the “Stir Design Project” (ERETEMBEIETE), with
the public, studios, school design departments, and
other participants from the private sector joining in the
campaign to make Taipei a city with a design vision.
Another initiative has been the “Public Policy by Design”
plan, launched in 2012, in which design professionals are
an intrinsic part of the public policy planning process,
and user needs are the foundation, thereby developing
policy that better meets people's requirements.
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Though just seven minutes long, the bid video took

10 months to create, during which 22 individuals were
interviewed and 47 locations were used, from which 11
of the most representative figures and over 20 of the
most iconic sites were chosen, followed by é months of
animation and other post-production work.

Numerous renowned international arts and culture
professionals are featured, including Lin Hwaimin (#k
{ZK) from the world of dance, sculptor Ju Ming, and
calligrapher Tong Yangtze. They bear witness fo the rich
nutrients in the Taipei cultural soil. The smooth-flowing
images and melodic background music allow the city's
designers and local brands to let their firsthand stories
unfold at their own pace; we meet Xiao Qingyang (&
BB3). nominated many times for Grammy awards in
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album design, Wang Chen Tsaihsia (EFR¥EE), creator
of the Shiatzy Chen (EZ-FR) fashion brand, and meet
industry-leading brands from a variety of sectors,
including Asus, hTC, and Giant.

In the video's opening sequence, rare Taipei historical
maps are linked together, expressing old and new and
clearly conveying the city's vibrancy and its constant
growth and fransformation. The Adaptive City bid
theme is front and center, as is the “Design is People”
concept, echoing the objective behind the founding
of the World Design Capital program by lIcsid, the
International Council of Societies of Industrial Design.

The full video has been uploaded to various social
networking websites (YouTube, Facebook, etfc.).
Everyone is enthusiastically invited to have a look,
forward it to as many friends and contacts as possible,
and show your support by clicking on “Like.”

_———



The Best Birthday Gift for a 130-Year-Old City

Icsid will announce the first round of WDC finalists
in August, and will then visit each city in September.
Taipei city will hold the 2™ Design & City Exhibition (58
_[EERETHME) in September, showcasing its “Design is
People” focus and demonstrating how design guides
municipal policy and how people in the private sector
are energetically taking the initiative with their own
projects, in the quest for World Design Capital laurels this
November.

Next year will be the 130" anniversary of the founding
of Taipei City. The city's best possible birthday present,
of course, will be a successful application for 2016 World
Design Capital designation. &

_——

5-8. Many Taiwan figures renowned in international arts and culture
circles are featured in the bid video, including Ju Ming (left
top), Lin Hwaimin (left top), Huang Yungsung (EZK14; center
top), and calligrapher Tong Yangtzu (center bottom).

9-10.The bid book's cover features Eslite Bookstores and images of
design products from different categories.

A Information

Taipei's Bid for the 2016 Word Design Capital
=]LERYH201 6t FRESETZ AR
Website: www.taipeidesign.org.tw

Taipei 2016 World Design Capital bid video:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8bsvRKSN2fo
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| What's New in Taipei Arts |

When All the City’s a Stage:
Three Big Taipei Summertime Artfests

n July and August Taipei is a very artistic place. This city loves the performing arts, all of you are invited

to come share in the joy of a feast-of-the-arts friumvirate of festivals — the 2013 Taipei Children’s Arts
Festival (20132 1tL5REZiTE]), which will return you to a world of childlike innocence and wonder, the
2013 Taipei Arts Festival (2013Z3L21ii&), being staged for the 15™ time this year, and the 2013 Taipei
Fringe Festival (201321t &1EEf), a stage for new talent.

2013 Taipei Children’s Aris Festival — Discovering
New Kinds of Machinery

The theme for this year's Taipei Children’s Arts Festival is
Dynamic Body, Soaring Imagination (E17J588 - 5ZEiE18{%). Among
the many atfractions, two highlights are an interactive exhibition
on dynamic machinery and an arts and culture film festival,
which will be launched on July 17™. The Dynamic Tribe: Interactive
Machinery Installation Exhibition (E)71885%: BEIEMEBREE) is
being presented in Exhibition Rooms 1~5 at the Bopiliao Historic
Block (FIRERESPEHE). In JellyKids Colony (/KESEERETE), the walls
will be covered with small jellyfish images. Worm (%K) is a collage
of metals and the parts of 3C products, creating surrealistic
creatures. In 108 features 108 variously shaped mechanical
creatures that present inexhaustible imagination in materials,
shapes, and functions. The three installations detect the existence
of the audience, enabling an interaction to occur.

The Modern Hacker Arts Film Festival (BT ZBESHEZE) is
being staged in Exhibition Rooms 6 and 7. The festival includes the 1
Minute in a Museum Season, in which three fine-arts museum guides
take you on whirlwind tours of great masters. In Recyclers, Austrian
animation artist Nikki Schuster creates her films' protagonists from
pieces of rubbish. The Technology and Arts: Collection of Digital
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Animation ( TRIREEBEN | HUESEIFSE
#8) has been co-created by teachers and
students from five Taiwan universities.

In the spirit of bringing art into everyday life,
there is a program of many free cultural-arts
performances, with 58 shows being staged in
local communities. One of the biggest highlight
groups will be Spanish street-performer
troupe Cal y Canto Teatro, which will give
performances on four successive days starting
July 23" at Treasure Hill Artist Village (BRI
BREAiTAY), Taipei Expo Park’s Yuanshan Plaza
(B AEBEALER). the square at Taipei
Zhongshan Hall (E3tMHHALIE), and Central Art
Park of Huashan 1914 Creative Park (FELL1914X
{LRIREEXREHRREBYQE). The troupe invites
audiences to join in as they dance with kites
shaped like fantastic animails.

Ticketing for those performances has already
opened, and will close on August 4™. There is a
menu of 8 family-friendly domestic and infernational
performances on offer, each not-to-be-missed.

2013 Taipei Arts Festival - Adventures with

New Horizons

This year is the 15™ for the Taipei Arts Festival. The theme
is Stay on the Road (BE#H1EF). Starting August 1%, there
will be performances of 11 stage works, including dance,
dramatic theater, and electronic music parties. These will
blend the local cultural perspectives of East Asia, South
Asia, the West, and Taiwan, taking the audience on a
grand artistic adventure.

In the international program, you can see how
technology challenges the arts and humanities in Three
Sisters, Android Version, performed by Japan's Seinendan
Theater Company. In Thunderstorm 2.0 (Ef2.0) by
mainland China's Théatre du Réve Expérimental (¥i{E
EiBEIE), real-time recording and projection is used to
challenge your normal viewing experience. André &
Dorine, by Spain’s Kulunka Theatre Company, utilizes

non-verbal physical language to take the audience on
a search for memory.

Each year Taiwan troupes make a central contribution
to the festival with high-caliber stage creations. This year,
in The Police Chalk Circle (JEBELINEE) by ChiChiao
Musical Theatre (FI5EIE), traditional Chinese opera
and rock musical elements are fused in a work that
presents a novel stage-drama viewing perspective.
Taiwanese theater director and playwright Jade Y.

Chen (BRE£Z) approached German theater queen
Anne Tismer and German composer Moritz Gagern to
co-create Big Bang Wagner (E&HHAERNE). Tismer has
also schemed the Drifting Journey — Hsueh-Hung Hsieh
in the Lugu Lake (ERZIE—HZAIEIESM) exhibition,
which will be staged for a month at Taipei Artist Village
(ZILERBMTAY).

This year, for the first time, the organizers are
setting up TAF Booths (BZE=) on city streets, which
will provide ticketing services for both the Taipei Arts
Festival and Taipei Fringe Festival.

1. The JellyKids Colony, in the Taipei Children’s Arts Festival’s
Dynamic Tribe exhibition.

2-4. Community performances during this year’s children’s arts
festival include A-TA-KA by Cal y Canto Teatro, Children of

the Sun by Oh Puppet Company, and Dance! Let’s Begin by
Capital Ballet Taipei.

5-6.This year's Taipei Arts Festival program includes Three Sisters,
Android Version (photo by Tsukasa Aoki) and André & Dorine
(photo by Gonzalo Jerez).
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| What's New in Taipei Arts |

2013 Taipei Fringe Festival -
Setting the Stage for Innovation

The clarion call at the Taipei Fringe Festival is
independent free spirit. This is the sixth year of the festival,
which has become a key new stage for innovative
expression for young folk. New types of performance
spaces are continually opened up, breaking down the
boundaries between art and everyday life. This year you
can take in shows at 21 different creative performance
spaces, located all over the city.

Examples include the noiseKitchen (BZIIHEEE),
located in the Digital Art Center, Taipei (Z1tEIZTH
1Y), the Bali Suite at the Spa Spring Resort (IKEGRRE
EE) in Xin Beitou (¥T1L#%), the Treasure Hill community by
the Gongguan (AfE) riverside, and the Café Tsai Lee
Lu (ZRZPENIEE) in the historic Taipei Zhongshan Hall in
Ximending (FGFSHJ). You can also sit yourself down at an
outdoor stage backed by heritage-site red-brick walls
and a small-scale theater featuring vintage film-theater
seating and movie posters. The myriad venues show off
the various creators’ works to best effect.

These three big cultural-arts festivals are now
rolling onto the Taipei stage, one after the other.
Come on out with everyone else to see how almost
everywhere you go in the city this summer, you find
yourself at a stage for artistic flairl &

7-8.The Taipei Fringe Festival has become a key creative stage
for young people. (photo by Wang Panyun / EB3E).

9. One of this year’s Taipei Fringe Festival performance venues —
Café Tsai Lee Lu.
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2013 Taipei Children’s Arts Festival
20132 R EEMTEN

Time: Until 8/11

Tel: (02)2528-9580, ext. 191~199

Venues: Wellspring Theater, Taipei Zhongshan Hall,
Bopiliao Historic Block, other Taipei cultural-
arts venues (KIREIS ~ EILMHAALLE « FIKE
BREHEEFEICHBREER)

Website: www.taipeicaf.org

2013 Taipei Arts Festival 2013=11 &1
Time: 8/1~9/8
Tel: (02)2528-9580

Venues: Metropolitan Hall, Wellspring Theater, Taipei
Zhongshan Hall, Taipei Artist Village, etc. (¥
=  KEEIS - S2HALE - STERIEE
o NE=!

Website: www.taipeifestival.org

2013 Taipei Fringe Festival 2013=1L&£FEE0

Time: 8/31~9/15

Tel: (02)2528-9580, ext. 127, 196

Venues: Five large special districts, 21 creative spaces

Website: www.taipeifringe.org




Parkett: 220 Artists’ Editions

& Collaborations +5

C an you imagine an arts publication accumulating an exclusive collection of over
200 works of art over a 30-year period? Well, this small museum of art treasures is
now installed in Taipei’s very own Museum of Fine Arts (Z1LHTIZEMIEE; TFAM)!

The renowned arts journal Parkett was founded in

Switzerland in 1984. Working in collaboration with 215
artists, it has accumulated an exclusive collection of
220 artworks. In another first, it has brought together five
artists organizations from Taiwan and Japan to plan and
display an exhibit with a “Parkett” theme, which adheres
to the Parkett philosophy of “contemporary art through
different cooperative roles.”

Since ifs launch, Parkett has invited the most important
artists of the day to specifically collaborate in the creation
of each issue. The artists suggest authors to conftribute
essays, work with the publisher in selecting images and
on page design, and create exclusive limited-edition
artworks. The list of collaborating artists includes Andy
Warhol, Yayoi Kusama, and Ai Weiwei (X3F). The journal
describes itself as “A large library and a small museum
of contemporary art.” The Arfists’ Editions for the Parkett
exhibition, which has been touring the globe since 2001,
encapsulates the world of contemporary art in miniature.

The TFAM show utilizes an “everyday spaces” concept,
dividing the show into six display areas: the Studio,
Playroom, Wardrobe, Garden, City, and Reading Room,
with the addition of a special gallery entitled "+5: Meeting
Room.” Visitors do not just “look at” art in a museum
context: through the device of the everyday objects
found in the everyday spaces, they “explore” art. In the
Studio, for example, lie Anish Kapoor's sculpture Untitled,

= 2]

created with red-lacquered stockings and acrylic, it
looks like a large transparent speaker with a miniature
metaphysical maelstrom inside. In the Wardrobe you'll
see The Tie, a pure-sik man’s tie with an autobiographical
story written by the artist, Sophie Calle, printed on it. The
+5: Meeting Room highlights five projects showcasing
a successful collaboration between Taiwanese and
Japanese institutions and artists.

Want a clearer picture of the different faces of
contemporary art over the past 30 years? Visit this small
but beautiful museum of everyday spaces that currently
calls the Taipei Fine Arts Museum home. @&

1. Anish Kapoor's sculpture Untitled is like a large transparent
speaker with a maelstrom inside.

2. The show utilizes an "everyday spaces” display concept; the
Wardrobe is shown here.

‘ Information

Parkett: 220 Artists’ Editions & Collaborations +5
AT R x BT —220{F S{FEt = +5

Time: Until 8/25

Venve: Taipei Fine Arts Museum (21t TIEEMTEE)

Add: 181, Sec. 3, Zhongshan N. Rd. (FRLLILES3ER 18158)
Tel: (02) 2595-7656

Website: tfam.museum
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| What's New in Taipei Arts |

Walk into the exhibition venue

and you'll become a Roman
warrior, banished to a foreign
land by the Roman emperor.
You are seeking to restore your
reputation and gain the liberty
of your captive lover, Sylvia. Make your way through
five theme-area adventures: “War Machines” (8%
#2%), “Brave Soldiers of Ancient Times” (BEEHET),
“Engineering and Construction” (T2E2iEEE), “Roman
Colosseum” (FBEERT5), and “Roman Street” (FBEME).

At its height, the Roman empire encompassed parts
of Europe, Asia and Africa, and the foundation of
the empire’s power was its understanding and usage

A Information

Be a Roman EREHES : RS X LR
Time: Until 8/27; 09:30~18:00 (Thurs~Sat until 21:00)

Venue: Songshan Cultural and Creative Park,
Warehouse Nos. 4 and 5; enter via Lane
553, Sec. 4, Zhongxiao E. Rd. (IALUXEIRE
84~ 5B ¢ BB FRIR4ER5538IED)
Tel: (02) 6630-8288

Websites: www.facebook.com/tw.roman
www.songshanculturalpark.org
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Be a Roman
An Exhibition X Amusement Park Adventure

his summer, ancient Rome has been magically transported across thousands of years
Tond rebuilt right here in Taipei at Songshan Cultural and Creative Park (FALUXEIRE):
the result of teams from Taiwan and Italy working together to create the “Be a Roman”
(BREFES) amusement park-style exhibition. The authentic reproductions have been
made in accordance with the ancient classic on Roman architecture, De Architectura.
Checkpoint games are also used to help visitors experience and understand the

ancient Roman civilization’s high level of technological sophistication.

of fundamental scientific principles in the design of
sophisticated weaponry. This included the onager (a
type of catapult familiar to today’s players of the popular
Angry Birds digital game), the assault towers seen in
movies such as Lord of the Rings (where they were
employed by the Orcs), and other devices. You can
inspect reproductions of these ingenious inventions in the
War Machines and Brave Soldiers of Ancient Times areas.

The ornate, ostentatious Roman Colosseum, a key
witness to the glory of the empire, was built by 40,000
prisoners over an eight-year period. The original structure
featured vaulted arches, and incorporated numerous
ingenious hidden mechanisms including 80 underground
lift systems that could quickly deliver beasts of prey to
the center of the arena as conveniently as a modern
elevator. The Roman Street theme area features
reconstructions of the streets of Rome, immersing visitors
in the ancient world; there are even slave-selling shows,
and guests are welcome to participate in the bidding!

This summer take a step back into history, fraveling
from modern Taipei to ancient Rome, and return to an
age of great pomp and glory. @

1-2.In the “War Machines” and “Brave Soldiers of Ancient Times”
sections view models of soldiers and shields

3. The Roman Street theme area features reconstructions of Rome's
streets, immersing you in the ancient world.



Will Things Ever Get Better?
Xiang Jing @ MocaTlP, 2013

fter showing in Beijing and Shanghai, artist Xiang Jing's ([AR) solo exhibition

Will things ever get better? ((EEHEFREIEIT ? ) has now come to the Museum of
Contemporary Art, Taipei (Bt EREMIEE).

A prolific artist from mainland China, Xiang Jing (&
R) has been a first-prize winner in a Central Academy
of Fine Arts (FIZRZE4T#FR) graduation show in mainland
China; she was also a Japanese Matsuoka Family
Foundation first-prize winner, and a 2012 Martell Artist
of the Year. For her current show she has brought 24
quintessential works from her 2008 Nudity (£%&) and
2011 Will things ever get better? series, in what could be
called one of the great artistic feasts of recent years.

Xiang Jing's works involve dismantling and rearranging,
and MOCA Taipei has utilized a theater-like design to
create a venue with a fantasy atmosphere giving the
impression of stepping into a theater to witness the artist’s
imaginings regarding life and the world.

The artist has specially selected two large series of
works to show in Taipei, Morfals (NLA) and Other World
(E1%), from her Nudity and Will things ever get better?
creations. These use different sculptural forms to express
her philosophical views on life. In Nudity, the female
form is used to engage the audience in a dialogue,
presenting life's purity and woman'’s self-consciousness;
Mortals focuses on the twisting limbs of acrobatics,
speaking of the tense balance in life between risk/
adventure and ease/comfort, demonstrating how in life
there can be no moments for relaxing or easing off. In
Other World, animal images are used to reflect modern
society in miniature.

Mainland China's famed artist Sui Jianguo (FE#EE)
once described Xiang Jing's work this way: “No matter

0

how many other people are
with you when you view her
works, you feel as
though you face
each all alone.”
Figure and body

is the artistic
language with
which Xiang

Jing communicates
with the external world, and through the Will things ever
get better? solo exhibition she not only conveys her
personal philosophy of life and her observations of the
world, but also boldly challenges her audience, asking:
Will things ever get better? &

1. The animal-shaped Other World - “Seer.”
2. Peacock, from the Nudity series.

3. Mortals — The Trinity, from the Mortals series.

‘ Information

Will Things Ever Get Better? — Xiang Jing @

MocaTP, 2013 EEAMHFELFNE ? AREEIL

Time: Unfil 9/1

Venue: Museum of Contemporary Art, Taipei
BILENEIEE)

Add: 39, Chang'an W. Rd. (RZFEE395%)

Tel: (02)2552-3721

Website: www.mocataipei.org.tw
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July-August
Arts Exhibition Calendar

Hollywood Candy Queen's
Kingdom

Joan Miré: Women, Birds, Stars

4 ::1 i % -

B -

Permaneht Callectién of TFAM
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“Flora: The Ddzzling World

National Palace Museum

Tel: (02)2881-2021

Add: 221, Sec. 2, Zhishan Rd. ( B&EE 2 & 221 5% )
Website: www.npm.gov.tw

Until 8/25
Origins and Developments of the Lingnan School
of Painfing

Until 9/8
Renoir and Painters of the Twentieth Century

Until 11/24

Voyage with the Tailwind: Qing Archival and
Cartographical Materials on Maritime History in
the National Palace Museum

National Chiang Kai-shek Memorial
Hall

Tel: (02)2343-1100

Add: 21 Zhongshan S. Rd. ( FALLEIEE 21 %% )

Website: www.cksmh.gov.tw

Until 8/18

The Heritage of Imperial Rome

Until 9/1

Hollywood Candy Queen's Kingdom

Museum of Contemporary Art, Taipei
(MOCA Taipei)

Tel: (02)2552-3721

Add: 39, Chang’an W. Rd. ( RZPEE 39 8% )

Website: www.mocataipei.org.tw

7/27~9/15

Young Wild-Eye Film Festival

Digital Art Center, Taipei
Tel: (02)7736-0708

Add: 180, Fuhua Rd. ( T@EE8 180 58 )
Website: www.dac.tw

Until 8/10

Just play! community workshop
Until 9/30

Noise tree have fun

7/13~8/18

Light Playground

8/24~9/23

We are making animation history of Gambia

National Taiwan Science Education
Center

Tel: (02)6610-1234

Add: 189, Shishang Rd. ( T 189 §8)

Website: www.ntsec.gov.tw

Until 9/1

Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition

Until 9/29
The Story of Water

Until 9/30
Love Your Ocean Home

Songshan Cultural and Creative Park
Tel: (02)2765-1388

Add: 133, Guangfu S. Rd. ( #{ERE& 133 5% )
Website: www.songshanculturalpark.org

Until 7/28

chiaki murata design philosophy

Unfil 8/28
Smile! Summer

National Museum of History

Tel: (02)2361-0270

Add: 49, Nanhai Rd. ( FEiEE 49 %7 )

Website: www.nmh.gov.tw

Until 9/8

Ethereal Splendor: Lacquerware from the
Collection of the National Museum of History

Until 9/25
Joan Mird: Women, Birds, Stars

Taipei Story House

Tel: (02)2587-5565, ext. 106

Add: 181-1, Sec. 3, Zhongshan N. Rd. ( FILLILEE 3 B
181-1 5% )

Website: www.storyhouse.com.tw

Until 8/25

The Story of Greeting Cards

Until 8/25
10th Anniversary Retrospective

National Taiwan Museum
Tel: (02)2382-2566

Add: 2, Xiangyang Rd. ( EBEEE 2 8% )
Website: www.ntm.gov.tw

Until 9/1
The Dongsha Atoll

Until 11/10
Qipao: Memory, Modernity and Fashion

Until 11/24
The View of Formosa's Landscape from
Photographers

Kuandu Museum of Fine Arts

Tel: (02)2896-1000, ext. 2432

Add: 1, Xueyuan Rd. (2B 198

Website: www.kdmofa.tnua.edu.tw

7/19~9/22

TechArt Renaissance - A Refrospective of Art and
Technology af TNUA

7/26~9/22

Futures on the Table: Homee Artiste Relationship
7126~9/22

The Island of the J-Day Before

Taipei Fine Arts Museum

Tel: (02)2595-7656

Add: 181, Sec. 3, Zhongshan N. Rd.
(ARG 3 B% 181 5% )

Website: www.tfam.museum

Until 8/25

Flora: The Dazzling World

Permanent Collection of TFAM

Until 9/1

Revisiting New Horizons Exhibition

Until 9/29

Women Adventurers: Five Eras of Taiwanese Art,

1930-1983

Huashan 1914 Creadtive Park
Tel: (02)2358-1914

Add: 1, Sec. 1, Bade Rd. ( N\EBEE 1R 158)
Website: web.huashan1914.com

Unfil 9/8
Star Trek The Exhibition
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Travel Information

How to Get from Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport to Taipei

For traveling between Taipei and
Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport,
whether by inexpensive, high-quality
coach, safe and fast taxi, or high-
grade professional airport limo service,
you're spoiled for choice in satisfying

your particular time and budget.

B Taxi

Service locations:

North of the Arrivals hall of Terminal | and South of the Arrivals

hall of Terminal Il

One-way fare:

meter count plus 15%, with freeway tolls extra; average fare to

Taipei around NT$1,100.

Terminal | Arrivals hall taxi-service counter Tel:

(03) 398-2832

Terminal Il Arrivals hall taxi-service counter Tel:

(03) 398-3599

B Passenger Coach Bus

Service locations:

Southwest of the Arrivals hall of Terminal | (exterior vehicle pickup
corridor) and Northeast of the Arrivals hall of Terminal Il (exterior
vehicle pickup corridor)

Coach-service companies:
Kuo-Kuang Motor Transportation, Evergreen Bus, Free Go

Express, Citi Air Bus

One-way fare: NT$85~145

Travel time:

40~60 minutes depending on routes (60~90 minutes for Citi Air
Bus, which has more stops)

Schedule: Every 15~20 minutes

Metro Taipei

Service Hours: 06:00~24:00

Ticket ‘

One-way Trip

Price

NT$20-NT$65

Day Pass

NT$150

EasyCard

Initial purchase: NT$500 (incl. NT$400
applicable to transit fares).

The card provides discounts on transit
fares and can also be used for small
purchases at convenience stores and
other designated shops.

24-Hour Customer Service Hotline: (02)218-12345

Ticket

Taipei Pass

Price

The Taipei Pass is activated upon first
use on bus or metro ticket readers and
valid for unlimited use till expiration.
The Taipei Pass can be purchased at
all Metro stations, and is used on the
Taipei Metro and on Taipei and New
Taipei City public buses (with Taipei
Pass stickers showing).

One-day pass: NT$180
Two-day pass: NT$310
Three-day pass:NT$440
Five-day pass: NT$700

Maokong Gondola One-day pass:
NT$250

NOTICE

In order to facilitate inquiries by the
public, the city government has set
up the 1999 Taipei Citizen Hotline.
Whether by telephone, mobile
phone, or Internet phone (public
telephones and prepaid cellphone
cards excluded), dial 1999 for free
access. There is a time limif, with
service personnel restricted to
10-minute service availability, and
a 10-minute limit on call transfers.
Citizens are asked to make the most
efficient use of this resource, making
all calls as brief as possible.

For more information, call 1999 or visit
www.rdec.taipei.gov.tw

TAIWAN EMERGENCY
TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Police / 110

Crimes, traffic accidents, and other
incidents for which police assistance
is needed

Fire / 119

Fire, injury or accident, or other urgent
matters for which emergency relief is
needed

Women and Children Protection
Hotline / 113 ext. 0

24-hour emergency, legal information,
and psychological services for victims
of domestic violence and/or sexual
abuse.

NON-EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NUMBERS
T

Taipei City Govt. Citizen Hotline 1999

English Directory Service 106

IDD Telephone Service Hotline 0800-080-100 ext.?
Time-of-Day Service 117

Weather Service 166

Traffic Reports 168
I:ficmﬁg;eggﬂ(iﬁ/\;ﬂq 24-Hour Toll-Free Travel 0800-011-765
?g::gro?gtrseggﬂ(i:\eom) Toll-Free Traveler 0800-211-734
International Community Service Hotline 0800-024-111

Taoyuan International Airport

Tourism Bureau Information Counter, Taiwan

Terminal 1: (03)398-2194
Terminal 2: (03)398-3341

Bureau of Foreign Trade

(02) 2351-0271

Taiwan External Trade Development Council

(02) 2725-5200

Industry, Taipei

(TAITRA)
Taiwan Visitors Association (02) 2594-3261
The Japanese Chamber of Commerce & (02) 2522-2163

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

(02) 2348-2999

Ministry of Foreign Affairs Citizens Hotline

(02) 2380-5678

Police Broadcasting Station

(02) 2388-8099

English Hotline for Taxi Service

0800-055-850 ext.2

Consumer Service Center Hotline

1950

Information Hotline

Bureau of National Health Insurance

0800-030-598 ext.3

AIDS Information Hotline

0800-888-995

Tel: (02) 2349-1500

Source for Above Information:
Information For Foreigners Service / Tel: 0800-024-111
Tourism Bureau, Ministry of Transportation and Communications

% Entries in cornflower blue indicate service in English provided

LIST OF TAIPEI VISITOR INFORMATION CENTERS

Taipei Main Station Visitor Information
Center

(02) 2312-3256  1F, 3, Beiping W. Rd.

Songshan Airport Visitor Information
Center

(02) 2546-4741 340-10, Dunhua N. Rd.
East Metro Mall Visitor Information Center
(02) 6638-0059

Underground Mall 4-2, 77, Sec.1, Da'an Rd.

MRT Ximen Station Visitor Information
Center

(02) 2375-3096  B1, 32-1, Baoging Rd.

MRT Yuanshan Station Visitor Information
Center

(02) 2591-6130  9-1, Jiuquan St.

MRT lJiantan Station Visitor Information
Center

(02) 2883-0313

65, Sec. 5, Zhongshan N. Rd.

MRT Beitou Station Visitor Information
Center

(02) 2894-6923 1, Guangming Rd.

Taipei City Hall Bus Station Visitor
Information Center

(02) 2723-6836 6, Sec. 5, Zhongxiao E. Rd.

Plum Garden Visitor Center
(02) 2897-2647 6, Zhongshan Rd.

Miramar Entertainment Park Visitor Center
(02) 8501-2762 20, Jingye 3" Rd.

Maokong Gondola Taipei Zoo Station
Visitor Center

(02) 8661-7627

2, Lane 10, Sec. 2, Xinguang Rd.

(1TF, Maokong Gondola Service Center)

Maokong Gondola Maokong Station
Visitor Center

(02) 2937-8563

35, Lane 38, Sec. 3, Zhinan Rd.

(Exit area, Maokong Station)
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A “Tastes of Taipei” Tour of the City’s Alley Art (P34~P38) Map

Ln. 216, Sec. 4, Zhonghiao E. Rd.
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@ WeaMe Café

@ Gallery100

€@ Chi-Wen Gallery

© Nou Gallery

© Fubon Financial Building
© Eslite Bookstore

© Visavis

© c25Café

o Tartine Bakery

@ papabubble

@ iprefer Concept Shop
@ Uncle Jack's

@ Chuan Pu

Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd.

A “Tastes of Taipei” Tour of the City’s Alley Art (P34~38) Tour Information

A “Tastes of Taipei” Tour of the City’s Alley Art

We&Me Café

Add: 9, Ln. 21, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd.
(ZAER 1 ER21895R)

Tel: (02)8773-3771

Gallery100 E2ER

Add: 13, Ln. 252, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd.

(BUEEEER 1 B2 25281 35%)
Tel: (02)2731-0876

Chi-Wen Gallery ELI{E[ET

Add: 3F, 19, Ln. 252, Sec. 1, Dunhua S.
Rd. (BULEER 1 EE2528195R312)

Tel: (02)8771-3372

Nou Gallery =T

Add: 232, Sec. 4, Ren’ai Rd.
(IZE B8 4E%2325%)

Tel: (02)2700-0239

We&Me Café

Eslite Bookstore Dunhua Branch

MmABEEE

Add: 2F, 246, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Rd.
(BULEERR 1 BR24657218)

Tel: (02)2775-5977

Visavis Hair Design Flagship Store

LFIERES

Add: B1, 32, Ln. 151, Sec. 4, Ren’ai Rd.

(- B ER4ER 1518532588 1)
Tel: (02)2778-5185
C25 Café C25EHHEE

Add: 23, Ln. 21, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd.
(ZFNER 1 B 21 E5235K)

Tel: (02)2781-8902
Tartine Bakery

Add: 13-1, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd.
(ZFNRR1 ER498513-155)

Tel: (02)2778-8831

papabubble

Add: 15, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd.
(ZFER 1 B 49851 55)

Tel: (02)8773-0955

iprefer Concept Shop

Add: 9, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd.
(ZMER1 B 498 95R)

Tel: (02)2752-0218

Uncle Jack’s

Add: 7, Ln. 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd.
(ZANERBR 498758 )

Tel: (02)2778-2227

Chuan Pu )| |E&

Add: 21, Alley 4, Ln. 345, Sec. 4, Ren’qi
Rd. ({ZBE84EY3458545215%)

Tel: (02)2731-9991

Transportation Information

Very Fun Park (Fubon Financial Building, Eslite
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Ln. 71, Sec. 4, Ren'ai Rd.

N & |

MRT Zhongxiao Dunhua Station (Exit 4) — Walk along
Lane 170, Sec. 4, Zhongxiao E. Rd. — Turn right onto

Lane 21, Anhe Rd. — We&Me Café
Gallery100, Chi Wen Gallery, Nou Gallery

We&Me Café — From Anhe Rd., walk to shady
Dunhua S. Rd., Lane 252, Sec. 1, Dunhua S. Road
— Gallery100 — Walk ahead 50 meters to Chi-Wen
Gallery — Walk along Lane 71, Sec. 4, Ren’ai Rd. —
Pass private Fuxing Junior High School, walk along
Ren'ai Rd., turn left — Walk along Ren’ai Traffic
Circle — Continue past Dunhua S. Rd. — Walk
along Sec. 4, Ren’ai Rd. in direction of Taipei City

Hall, staying on right, for 10 minutes — Nou Gallery

Bookstore Dunhua Branch, Visavis Hair Design
Flagship Store, C25 Café)

Across from Nou Gallery — Fubon Financial Building
— Walk approx. 5 minutes along Anhe Rd. to Eslite
Bookstore Dunhua Branch, or along Lane 151, Sec. 4,
Ren’ai Rd. — Visavis Flagship Store — Lane 21, Sec. 1,
Anhe Rd. — C25 Café

Tartine Bakery, Very Fun Park (papabubble,
iprefer Concept Shop), Uncle Jack’s, Chuan Pu
Walk to left from C25 Café — Right turn on Lane 151,
Sec. 4, Ren’ai Rd. — Left on Lane 49, Sec. 1, Anhe Rd. —
Tartine Bakery, papabubble — Right approx. 50 meters
iprefer Concept Shop — Left on Lane 151, Sec. 4, Ren’qi
Rd. to Uncle Jack’s — Right on Alley 4, Lane 345, Sec. 4,
Ren'ai Rd., approx. 5 minutes — Chuan Pu

________%__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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8 Yanping Riverside Park

I1 0 Dadaocheng Wharf Area

Main Stage Musical Performance 18:00-21:30 ® Fireworks 20:30-20:50
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